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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twenty-second  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  County  Borough  of  Sunderland  for  the  year 
1948. 

The  civilian  population  of  the  Borough  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  is  1 80,600,  an  increase  or  2,070  on  the  hgure  for 
1947. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was  3,873, 
of  which  1,991  were  males  and  1,882  were  females,  representing 
a  live  birth  rate  of  21.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with 
24.4  for  the  previous  year,  actually  479  fewer  births.  The  rates 
for  England  and  Wales  and  the  126  Great  Towns  were  17.9  and 
20.0  respectively. 

During  the  year,  2,250  deaths  were  recorded  (1,213  males  and 
1,037  females),  a  decrease  of  112  on  the  previous  year,  equal  to 
a  death  rate  of  12.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  which  is  the  lowest 
on  record.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  126  Great 
Towns  were  10.8  and  11.6  respectively. 

213  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  equal  to  an  Infant 
Mortality  rate  of  55  per  1,000  live  births  which  ties  with  the  year 
1945  as  being  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  Borough.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  34  and  for  the  126  Great  Towns  39.  79 

of  the  213  infant  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  one  month  equal 
to  a  neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  20  per  1,000  live  births.  This  is 
a  considerable  reduction  on  previous  years,  e.g.,  the  average  for  the 
five  years  1934-1938  was  36.  The  biggest  hope  in  the  further 
reduction  in  infant  mortality  lies  in  preventing  deaths  in  prematurely 
bom  infants. 

Four  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  giving  a 
Maternal  Mortality  rate  of  1.01  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births;  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1.02. 

The  principal  causes  of  death,  in  order  of  numerical  import¬ 
ance,  were  heart  diseases  (711),  cancer  (368),  respiratory  diseases 
(320)  and  tuberculosis  (132). 
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Tuberculosis.  Whilst  the  death  rate  of  0.73  for  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  is  the  lowest  for  the  Borough,  the  incidence  of  this 
disease  is  not  so  good.  The  total  number  of  new  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  notified  to  me  was  325,  namely,  277  pulmonary  and  48 
non-pulmonary,  an  increase  of  39  on  the  previous  year.  Of  these 
277  pulmonary  notifications  (which  is  the  highest  since  1934),  15 
occurred  among  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  and  34  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years.  If  you  compare  these  figures 
with  those  of  1938,  instead  of  15  children  under  the  age  of  five 
years  there  were  only  two,  and  instead  of  34  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  fifteen,  there  were  only  16.  There  is,  therefore,  a  greater 
number  of  children  being  infected  in  the  homes  and  the  probable 
reason  for  this  is  that  where  there  is  an  open  case  of  tuberculosis, 
i.e.,  a  case  with  positive  sputum,  being  treated  at  home,  there  is 
danger  of  children  becoming  infected,  even  though  a  patient  may 
have  a  room  to  himself.  The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of 
the  49  children  under  the  age  of  15  notified  during  the  year:  — 


CHILDREN,  AGED  0-15  YEARS,  NOTIFIED  IN  1948  AS 
SUFFERING  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Contact  with 

Contact  Pick  Up 

Contact 

Case  on  Domicilary 

of  Previously 

Infection 

with  Case 

Treatment 

Undiagnosed 

Unknown 

Outside 

TOTAL 

in  House. 

New  Case. 

the  House. 

3 

18 

25 

3 

49 

This  infection  of  children  in  their  homes  is  as  serious  a  problem 
as  any  confronting  preventive  medicine  at  the  present  time.  The 
solution  lies  in  ceasing  to  treat  infected  cases  at  home,  in  earlier 
diagnosis  of  the  primary  case,  in  removing  the  children  from  such 
infected  homes  to  suitable  places,  and  possibly  in  the  immunisation 
of  such  children  against  the  disease — investigations  are  being  carried 
out  regarding  the  latter.  Once  a  problem  is  raised  and  a  case  made 
out,  the  problem  is  discussed  and  as  a  result  of  discussion,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  method  of  prevention  will  arise. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  total  notifications  of  general  infectious 
diseases  numbered  3,685  compared  with  2,890  for  the  previous  year, 
there  being  185  more  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  775  Measles. 
Following  the  great  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in 
1947,  there  was  a  further  reduction  for  the  year  under  review  and 
there  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease.  At  the  end  of  1948,  49.2 
per  cent,  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  and  45.1  per  cent, 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  were  immunised.  These 
percentages  should  be  increased  if  protection  is  to  be  of  any  real 
value.  Propaganda  is  carried  out  by  means  of  (1)  leaflets  and 
posters,  (2)  canvassing  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  talks  given  at 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  in  homes  during  visits,  (3)  a  mobile 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  Unit  taken  to  the  homes  of  children  and 
(4)  the  issue  of  a  birthday  card  to  every  child  in  the  Borough  on 
his  or  her  first  birthday  reminding  the  parent  to  have  the  child 
immunised.  Even  though  there  has  not  been  a  death  from 
Diphtheria  since  the  2nd  December,  1947,  measures  taken  for 
protection  must  still  be  continued  vigorously. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  condition  of  the  slaughter-houses  in 
the  Borough  has  been  raised  during  the  year.  The  three  centralised 
slaughter-houses  are  still  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  hood  and 
they  are  in  a  deplorable  condition.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has 
been  approached  regarding  the  construction  of  a  Municipal  Abattoir 
to  take  the  place  of  these  three  unsuitable  premises  and  there  the 
matter  remains  at  present  awaiting  a  long  term  policy  of  the 
xViinistry  regarding  abattoirs. 

Canteens. — Factories  in  the  Borough  are  developing  the  system 
of  feeding  work  people  at  canteens.  This  practice  is  a  good  one 
because  it  does  provide  a  working  man  with  a  substantial  mid-day 
meal  which  is  better  than  the  former  practice  of  taking  sandwiches 
or  pies  and  consuming  these  in  any  available  space.  Washing 
facilities  are  generally  provided  and  the  whole  atmosphere  of  the 
dinner  hour  has  been  changed  for  the  better.  Smaller  factories 
with  less  than  250  employees  are  not  compelled  under  the  Factor}’ 
Act,  1937,  to  provide  canteen  facilities  for  their  work  people  and  a 
system  of  communal  canteens  serving  two  or  more  factories  is  being 
developed  with  great  success. 

Accidents  in  the  Home. — It  is  suprising  to  realise  that  as  many 
children  die  as  a  result  of  preventable  accidents  in  the  home  as  are 
killed  in  the  streets  of  our  town.  It  is  even  more  suprising  to  realise 
that  the  commonest  cause  of  accident  and  death  in  the  home  is  in 
connection  with  the  making  of  tea.  Kettles,  teapots  or  teacups  filled 
with  hot  water  or  hot  tea  are  accidently  pulled  over  on  to  a  child 
and  scalding,  sometimes  fatally,  results.  A  large  number  of  these 
accidents  is  due  to  overcrowding.  Health  Visitors  make  a  practice 
of  warning  mothers  how  accidents  in  the  home  can  happen  and 
advising  how  they  can  prevent  them.  The  following  are  examples 
of  a  few  typical  cases :  — 

1.  Overcrowding  caused  the  death  of  a  small  boy.  The  house 
was  well  cared  for  by  a  good  mother  but  there  was  no  room 
for  cot  or  pram  in  the  bedroom.  The  pram  was  standing 
near  the  table  and  the  child  pushing  past,  knocked  over  the 
pram  which  pushed  over  the  fireguard.  This  in  turn  pulled 
oyer  a  pan  of  boiling  water  which  scalded  the  child  who 
died  in  hospital. 
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2.  Extensive  bums  of  body  caused  by  nightdress  touching  a 
small  electric  fire.  The  mother  stated  that  she  had  no  fire 
on  as  workmen  were  coming  to  replace  the  fireplace  and 
she  was  trying  to  warm  the  living  room  with  a  small  electric 
boiling  ring.  The  accident  was  caused  by  the  draught  from 
the  fireplace  drawing  the  nightdress  towards  the  electric  fire. 
The  father  fortunately  was  there  and  immediately  put  the 
fire  out. 

3.  Another  child  suffered  scalds  to  head,  forehead  and  right 
hand  by  falling  over  a  small  seat  which  was  near  the  fire. 
The  child  caught  the  fireguard  which  collapsing  caught  a 
pan  of  boiling  water  which  was  on  the  hob.  The  contents 
went  over  the  child’s  head  and  hand. 

4.  A  child  scalded  chest  and  right  arm  with  tea  pot  which  was 
in  the  middle  of  the  table.  The  teapot  was  pulled  over 
the  child  while  his  mother  turned  to  the  fireplace.  The 
mother  is  a  careful  and  good  mother. 

5.  A  child  of  3_2~  years  was  badly  burned  and  died  later  that 
day  in  hospital  owing  to  the  fireguard  protecting  the  fire  not 
being  replaced  after  the  mother  had  cleaned  the  fireplace. 
The  child  had  been  unwell  and  was  lying  on  a  settee  by 
the  side  of  the  fire.  An  elder  brother  who  was  left  to  look 
after  the  child  left  the  room  for  a  few  minutes.  The  child 
attempting  to  follow  her  mother,  tripped  over  the  mat,  and 
fell  into  the  fire. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

From  July  5th,  1948,  changes  took  place  in  Public  Health 
Administration.  On  that  date  all  hospital  administration  was 
transferred  from  the  Local  Health  Authority  to  that  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  the  following  additions  became  the  responsibility 
of  the  Local  Health  Authority: — (1)  Mental  Health  (2)  Domestic 
Helps  (3)  Home  Nursing  (4)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After¬ 


care. 
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Hospital  Services. — At  first  it  was  considered  that  the  transfer  of 
the  administration  of  such  conditions  as  infectious  diseases, 
tuberculosis  and  maternity  work  from  the  local  Health  Committee 
and  Department  would  have  a  serious  bearing  upon  the  administration 
of  these  matters.  There  would  be  a  break  between  the  officer  who 
is  responsible  for  infectious  diseases  and  tuberculosis  in  the  homes 
and  their  admission  to  hospital  or  sanatorium  and  in  connection  with 
maternity  cases.  The  social  condition  of  the  home  which  is  known 
to  the  Health  Department  and  which  has  a  bearing  upon  the  need  of 
hospitalisation  would  not  be  known  to  those  Medical  Officers 
responsible  for  admission.  However,  after  six  months  of  the  working 
of  the  Act,  matters  straightened  out.  Knowledge  of  social  conditions 
in  connection  with  fevers,  tuberculosis  and  maternity  cases  is  still 
regarded  as  a  factor  for  priority  of  admission  and  no  difficulties  have 
arisen. 


Mental  Health.  Two  officers  have  been  added  to  the  staff  of  the 
Mental  Section  of  the  Health  Department  transferred  to  the  Health 
Committee.  One  is  a  whole-time  officer,  formerly  a  Relieving  Officer, 
who  investigates  cases  of  mental  health  and  their  need  for  admission 
to  hospital;  and  the  other  a  Psychiatrist  who  advises  the  Depart¬ 
ment  on  the  mental  condition  of  such  cases.  The  occupational  centres 
for  boys  and  girls  at  Murton  Street  and  Railway  Row  have  continued 
their  excellent  work  and  deputations  from  many  of  the  surrounding 
towns  have  visited  the  centres  and  praised  their  work. 


Domestic  Helps.  Previously,  two  types  of  helpers  visited  the 
homes,  one  a  Home  Help  in  connection  with  maternity  cases  and  the 
other  a  Domestic  Help  in  connection  with  other  illnesses.  These  have 
now  been  amalgamated  and  designated  as  Domestic  Helps.  These 
Domestic  Helps  are  available  for  assistance  in  a  home  where  there 
is  illness,  a  confinement  or  any  condition  where  help  is  required  of  a 
domestic  nature.  This  scheme  has  been  extended  and  the  time  may 
come  when  a  separate  Officer  may  have  to  be  appointed  for  super¬ 
vising  these  helpers  to  free  the  qualified  staff  to  carry  out  more 
professional  duties. 


Home  Nursing.  The  Sunderland  District  Nursing  Association, 
as  a  Voluntary  Body,  has  in  the  past  carried  out  all  this  work.  The 
Association  is  now  acting  as  agents  for  the  Corporation  and  its 
excellent  work  has  been  extended  in  many  details. 
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Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care.  The  Council  has 
always  had  a  very  efficient  'Care  and  After-care’  service  for 
tuberculosis  persons.  This  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Guild 
of  Help  and  a  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  and  since  July  5th,  1948 
the  work  has  been  extended  to  cover  all  types  of  illness. 


Dr.  H.  A.  Cookson,  deceased.  It  is  with  regret  that  I  have 
to  record  the  death  of  Dr.  H.  A.  Cookson,  C.B.E.,  who  was  for 
many  years  the  Borough  Bacteriologist  and  Pathologist.  Dr. 
Cookson  was  appointed  in  1922  and  held  that  position  until 
January,  1948.  He  died  on  the  15th  May,  1949,  in  Canada.  I 
am  indebted  to  Dr.  G.  S.  Robinson  for  permission  to  publish  the 
photograph  on  the  fbontispklce  of  this  Report. 


I  have  again  to  record  with  pleasure  the  continual  hard  and 
effective  work  carried  out  by  the  whole  of  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department. 


A.  STUART  HEBBLETHWAITE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Public  Health  Department, 
"Thornholme,” 
Sunderland. 

July,  1949. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH 


Area.  The  Area  of  the  Borough  is  6,959  acres  exclusive  of 
foreshore  and  tidal  waters. 

Population.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian 

population  of  the  Borough  is  180,600. 

Inhabited  Houses.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end 
of  1948,  according  to  the  Rate  Books,  was  38,742. 

Rateable  Value.  The  rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1948,  was 
£961,592,  and  the  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  for  1947-48 
was  £3,942. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

3,710 

1,907 

1,803 

Illegitimate 

163 

84 

79 

BIRTH-RATE  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population 

21.4 

Stillbirths — Legitimate  88,  Illegitimate  7 

95 

49 

46 

RATE  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

23.9 

Deaths 

2,250 

1,213 

1,037 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population 

12.4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

Deaths. 

Rate  per 

1,000 

births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  1 

0.25 

Other  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  3 

0.76 

Total  ...  ...  4 

1.01 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

•  - 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

... 

... 

55 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

54 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 

.  .  . 

80 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

.  ... 

... 

368 

,,  „  Measles  (all  ages) 

•  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

v  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

... 

.  .  . 

5 

;i  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

. 

.  .  . 

36 
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Causes  of  Death  during  1948 


Typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers 
'erebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

i  Scarlet  Fever  . 

i  Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Tuberculosis  of  Resp.  System 
Dther  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

irbyphilitic  diseases  . 

influenza . 

vleasles  . 


1 


4 


i 


A.cute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis  ... 

Vcute  Inf.  Encephalitis 


>  Cancer,  Malignant  disease 
Diabetes ... 

I  ntra-cranial  vascular  lesions  . . . 
i  deart  Diseases 
;  Dther  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
r  bronchitis 
l  ffieumonia 

Dther  Respiratory  diseases 
Jlcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  2  years 
Appendicitis 
Dther  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis 

ffierperal  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis 
(  Dther  Maternal  Causes 
hemature  birth 

f  Congenital  malformation  ;  birth 
injuries;  infant  diseases 
uicide  ... 

Toad  traffic  accidents  ... 

|  Dther  violent  causes 
i  All  other  causes... 


Totals 


Sex 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

F 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 


M 

F 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  sub-joined  ages  of  ‘  Residents  ’ 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district. 


All 

Ages 


2 

3 


56 

51 

16 

9 

10 

4 

4 

3 
1 
1 

1 

2 

1 

188 

180 

4 
11 
98 

128 

338 

297 

48 

28 

101 

71 
74 
45 

14 

15 
20 

3 

21 

15 
2 
2 

17 

16 

24 

25 
1 

3 

21 

16 

20 

21 

13 

4 
16 

6 

28 

13 

72 
66 

213 

1037 


Under 
1  yr. 


1 

2 


13 

7 

36 

26 

1 


20 

15 


21 

16 

16 

16 


4 

2 

4 

3 


119 

94 


1  to 
5  yr. 


5 

4 


3 

1 


5 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 


26 

13 


5  to 
15 


1 

2 

2 


1 

4 


3 

1 

2 


10 

7 


15  to 
45 


36 

40 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 


1 

1 

14 

18 

1 

2 


14 

11 


1 

2 

2 

3 
1 
1 

4 


3 

2 

5 

8 

1 

3 


3 

2 


4 

1 

11 

12 

12 


122 

110 


45  to 
65 


13 

5 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 


90 

70 

2 

3 

17 

30 

76 

50 

14 

4 
40 

13 

15 
7 
9 
4 

14 
1 


1 

2 

5 
8 

6 
7 


1 

8 

3 

2 

3 

7 

5 

16 

12 


343 

230 


65  & 
over 


7 

5 


3 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

84 

92 

1 

6 

81 

97 

247 

232 

34 

22 

46 

49 

18 

8 

4 

9 

2 

2 


7 

3 

13 

10 


1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

2 

5 

35 

37 


593 

583 
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SECTION  B. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


The  Ambulance  Service  is  stih  being  run  from  the  grounds  of 
the  General  Hospital  pending  the  erection  of  a  Central  Ambulance 
Depot. 

The  vehicle  strength  is  9  ambulances  and  3  sitting  case  cars  and 
personnel  consists  of  1  Ambulance  Officer,  20  male  driver/attendants 
and  1  female  driver/attendant. 

During  the  year,  17,865  calls  were  made  upon  this  Service 
compared  with  10,65 5_  in  the  previous  year  and  the  total  mileage 
was  90,506  compared  with  71,717  in  the  previous  year. 

Economy  in  the  use  of  ambulance  calls  is  essential  if  the  service 
is  to  be  efficient  as  unauthorised  calls  take  a  car  away  from  more 
urgent  duty.  These  unauthorised  calls  are  from  the  general  public 
who  do  not  reahy  require  the  services  of  an  ambulance  but  who  ask 
for  it  because  they  realise  that  the  ambulance  service  is  free. 

A  direct  telephone  extension  line,  Number  999,  has  now  been 
installed  from  the  General  Telephone  Exchange  to  the  Ambulance 
Officer’s  room  and  this  saves  time  when  the  General  Hospital  switch¬ 
board  (telephone  number  56427)  is  busy. 

The  rules  for  calling  the  ambulance  service  are  as  follows :  — 

1.  In  the  case  of  an  Accident  or  other  Serious  Emergency. 

Any  responsible  person  may  summon  an  ambulance  by 
telephone  by  dialling  999.  When  connected  to  the 
Ambulance  Service,  the  caller  should  give  as  full  details  as 
possible  to  the  Ambulance  Officer. 

2.  For  a!  Routine  Removals  to  Hospital. 

(a)  A  doctor,  nurse,  midwife,  or  an  officer  of  a  hospital 
authority,  should  get  in  touch  with  the  Ambulance  Officer 
through  the  General  Hospital,  Telephone  No.  56427. 

(b)  A  doctor  in  attendance  may  give  the  patient  or  relative 
a  note  certifying  the  need  for  transport  and  this  note  should 
be  taken  to  the  Ambulance  Officer  at  the  General  Hospital 
as  early  as  convenient.  This  is  the  better  method  when  it 
is  desired  to  book  an  ambulance  or  car  a  day  or  two  in 
advance. 
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It  is  obvious  that  if  vehicles  and  drivers  are  away  from  the  town 
on  long  distance  journeys  extra  work  is  put  upon  the  remaining 
vehicles.  For  that  reason  all  long  distance  removals  should  be  done 

by  tram,  an  ambulance  taking  the  patient  to  the  train  and  another 
collecting  at  the  end  of  the  journey. 

The  old  ambmances  are  gradually  being  replaced  by  new  ones 

thus.  economising  the  cost  of  repairs  and  making  for  efficiency  in  the 
service.  J 


SECTION  C. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE* 

Infant  Welfare  Centres.— -The  total  number  of  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  functioning  in  1948  was  10.  Three  sessions  continued 
weekly  in  St.  Mark’s  Church  Hall,  Millfield,  and  two  sessions  weekly 
in  Priestman  Hall,  Fulwell.  The  majority  of  the  premises  are  over¬ 
crowded  and  quite  inadequate  for  the  areas  they  serve.  The  situa¬ 
tion  of  the  centres  is  shown  hereunder :  — 


Mornings. 

Afternoons. 

Monday 

— 

Southwick:  St.  Hilda’s 
Church  Hall 

Tuesday 

Ford  Estate:  Social  Service 
Hall. 

Grangetown:  St.  Aidan’s 
Church  Hall 

Humbledon:  St.  Mary’s 
Church  Ha3l 

Wed’sday 

Millfield:  St.  Mark’s 

Church  Hall 

Millfield:  St.  Mark’s 

Church  Hall 

Thursday 

Millfield:  St.  Mark’s 

Church  Hall 

Central:  The  Citadel, 
Lambton  St. 

Monkwearmouth :  Dock  St. 

Church  Hall 

Palhon:  St.  Mary 

Magdalenes  Church  Hall 

Friday 

Fulwell:  Priestman  Hall 

I 

Fulwell:  Priestman  Hall 

Hendon:  St.  Barnabas 
Church  Hall 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics. — The  number  of  ante-natal  sessions  held 
weekly  during  1948  was  5.  There  were  1,332  primary  attendances 
and  3,134  subsequent  attendances.  A  report  of  the  patient’s 
condition  at  each  examination  was  sent  by  the  medical  officer  to  the 
doctor  or  midwife  booked  for  the  confinement. 

Post-natal  Clinic. — One  session  weekly  was  held  at  the  Salvation 
Armv  Citadel.  148  cases  were  examined  and  138  re-visits  were  made. 

Non-V.D.  Clinic. — This  session  continued  to  be  held  weekly 
at  the  end  of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic.  15  primary 
attendances  were  made  and  41  subsequent  visits. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. — The  following  table  shows  the 
total  number  of  children  in  their  age  groups  who  were  immunised 
during  the  year,  compared  with  1947:  — 


Year. 

0-1  yrs. 

1-2  yrs. 

2-3  yrs. 

3-4  yrs. 

4-5  yrs. 

5-9  yrs. 

9-14  yrs. 

Total 

1947 

848 

720 

216 

100 

258 

67 

_____ 

2204 

1948 

853 

1381 

214 

122 

334 

132 

1 1 

2536 

The  foregoing  figures  do  not  include  62  children  who  were 
partially  protected,  i.e.,  failed  to  attend  for  second  injection. 


“Boosting”  Doses:  351  injections  were  given  at  school  entry  age 
to  children  who  had  previously  been  immunised,  as  compared  with 
230  in  the  previous  year. 

Mobile  Immunisation  Unit:  Completed  immunisations,  164 
Partial  immunisations,  81;  (these  cases  were  completed  at  the 
Central  Clinic).  Boosting  doses,  20.  These  are  included  in  the 
table. 

Propaganda  continued  as  in  previous  years. 

A  new^  (2nd^  session  for  immunisation  purposes  was  commenced 
on  the.  9th  August,  1948,  and  since  May,  1948,  Whooping  Cough 
and  Diphtheria  Immunisation  combined  has  been  carried  out. 

Whooping  Cough  protection  was  also  begun  on  that  date  for 
children  already  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 

COMBINED  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  DIPHTHERIA 

IMMUNISATION. 

First  injections 
Second  injections 
Third  injections 


1066 

974 

803 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 

First  injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  321 

Second  injections  ...  ...  ...  317 

Third  injections  ...  ...  ...  246 

Health  Visitors. — There  are  1  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 
and  18  health  visitors  on  the  staff.  One  health  visitor  continued  to 
do  full  time  duty  at  the  V.D.  Department  of  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

During  the  year,  health  visitors  paid  42,821  visits  to  homes  in 
addition  to  attendances  at  Welfare  Centres,  Ante-natal  Clinics  and 
Special  Clinics.  Details  of  visits  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  20. 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service. — There  are  1  Non-Medical 
Supervisor,  1  Deputy  Non-iVledical  Supervisor  and  23  midwives  on 
the  established  staff. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  attended  by  Municipal 

Midwives :  — 

Midwifery  cases  1,200  requiring  20,207  nursing  visits. 

Maternity  cases  202  requiring  2,463  nursing  visits. 

Ante-natal  visits  to  patients,  7,424. 

Post-natal  visits  to  patients,  2,516. 

Since  17th  June,  1947,  patients  who  were  discharged  from  the 
General  Hospital  before  the  completion  of  the  puerperium,  have  been 
notified  to  the  Health  Office  and  Municipal  Midwives  have  followed 
up  these  cases.  There  were  3,120  nursing  visits  paid  to  these 
patients  during  1948. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. — All  the  Municipal  Midwives  are 
qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia.  112  cases  received  gas 
and  air  analgesia  during  the  year. 

District  Nursing  Association. — The  following  cases  were  taken 
by  midwives  of  the  District  Nursing  Association:  — 

Midwifery  cases  472  requiring  11,688  nursing  visits. 

Maternity  cases  232  requiring  4,941  nursing  visits. 

Ante-natal  visits  to  patients  5,689. 

Post-natal  visits  to  patients  1,842. 

Gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered  in  37  cases. 
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Sunderland  Second  Period  Training  School, — The  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  second  period  training  of  pupil  midwives  continued  as 
previously.  37  pupils  completed  their  training  and  34  were  successful 
in  obtaining  their  C.M.B.  certificate  at  the  first  attempt:  the 
remaining  three  have  since  been  successful. 

Premature  Infants, — There  were  104  notifications  of  premature 
births  from  District  Cases.  Neo-natal  deaths  in  these  infants  = 
13,  viz.:  — 

Prematurity  ...  12  (6  dying  aged  less  than  24  hr.) 

(3  dying  aged  less  than  48  hrs). 

Cardiac  ...  1  (1  dying  aged  less  than  48  hrs.) 

There  were  no  deaths  of  children  during  the  year  from 
mechanical  suffocation. 

Home  Helps. — Home  helps  were  employed  in  203  cases. 

Domestic  Helps. — Domestic  help  was  given  in  213  homes.  The 
assistance  varied  from  a  few  hours  daily  to  full-time  service  for 
several  weeks  dependent  upon  the  necessity  of  the  case. 

Ultra-Violet  Radiation. — 321  mothers  and  children  made 
10,881  attendances  for  U.V.R.  treatment  at  the  Health  Department 
and  70  pre-school  children  made  1,039  attendances  at  the  Southwick 
School  Clinic. 

Treatment  was  given  for  the  following  conditions :  — 

Health  Dept. 


Thomholme. 

Southwick. 

Rickets 

97 

22 

Gene.al  Debility 

174 

29 

Bronchitis 

21 

6 

Delayed  Dentition  . . . 

12 

8 

Anaemia 

8 

4 

Adenitis 

5 

1 

Anaemia  of  Pregnancy 

4 

321  70 


Minor  Ailments  Clinic. — 114  pre-school  children  made  436 
attendances. 
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Dental  Treatment. — 348  pre-school  children  made  380  attend¬ 
ances.  450  extractions  were  done.  224  mothers  were  treated  making 
389  attendances. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. — 90  pre-school  children  suffering  from 
defective  vision  were  examined  and  glasses  were  prescribed  in  41 
cases. 

Infant  Life  Protection  Act. — 5  children  were  under  supervision 
at  the  end  of  1948. 

N.S.P.C.C. — The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  and 
the  local  Inspector  of  this  Society  continued  to  work  in  close 
co-operation.  Four  new  cases  were  referred  to  him. 

The  Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939. — One  person 
gave  notice  under  Section  7  (3).  Total  number  of  children  in 
respect  of  whom  notice  was  given  under  Section  7(3)  was  17. 

Two  children  were  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Illegitimate  Children. — Unmarried  expectant  mothers  and 
married  women  expecting  illegitimate  children  are  referred  from  the 
Ante-natal  Clinics  to  the  Moral  Welfare  Officer.  The  cases  during 
1948  were  as  follows :  — 


Unmarried  mothers  .  83 

Married  women  with  illegitimate  babies  .  6 

Widows  with  illegitimate  children  .  2 

1 1  babies  were  handed  over  for  adoption. 

Home  for  Unmarried  Mothers. — The  Parker  Memorial  Home, 
Kayll  Road,  was  opened  on  3rd  June,  1948.  There  is  accommo¬ 
dation  for  a  staff  of  two  (the  Superintendent  and  Deputy  Superinten¬ 
dent),  twelve  girls  and  their  babies. 

The  girls  are  referred  to  the  General  Hospital  for  delivery. 

Girls  admitted  during  1948  .  15 

Average  length  of  stay :  — 

Ante-n^tal  period  .  33.5  days. 

Post-natal  period  .  18-7  days. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. — One  nursing  home  is  on  the 
register.  No  unregistered  homes  were  discovered  during  the  year, 
and  no  applications  for  registration  were  received. 
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Surgical  Appliances.— Surgical  appliances  were  supplied  to 
expectant  mothers  and  pre-school  children  up  to  the  5th  July,,  1948. 
at  a  cost  of  £29. 

Insulin. — 64  persons  received  Insulin  free  of  cost  up  to  the  5th 

July. 


Blind  Persons  Act. — 75  visits  were  paid  to  73  persons  on  the 
partially  blind  register.  5  new  patients  were  added  to  the  register, 
3  removed  from  the  Borough,  2  died,  1  was  transferred  to  Prudhoe 
Home,  and  1  transferred  to  hospital. 

Day  Nurseries. — St.  Mark’s  Day  Nursery,  Chester  Road,  and 
Thompson  Park  Day  Nursery  both  admit  children  from  0 — 5  years, 
and  have  accommodation  at  each  nursery  for  50  children.  There 
are  long  waiting  lists  for  both  nurseries,  and  admission  is  allowed 
only  for  priority  cases,  i.e.,  children  whose  mothers  are  working  in 
essential  industries  and  hospitals. 

Seven  candidates  were  trained  and  entered  for  the  examination 
of  the  National  Nursery  Nurses  Examination  Board.  Six  were 
successful  in  obtaining  the  certificate  and  one  failed  the  examination. 

Nutrition  Grants. — Free  grants  were  given  for  medical  reasons 
to  cases  of  hardship  and  only  as  a  temporary  measure.  They  were — 


Dried  milks 

3  lbs. 

Chocolate  milks 

.  4  lbs. 

Glucose  D. 

.  If  lbs. 

Malt  preparations 

.  10  lbs. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion... 

...  7  btls. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICER. 

Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  of 

Pre-School  Children. 

The  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  of 
pre-school  children,  before  the  Health  Act  came  into  force 
consisted  chiefly  in  the  extraction  of  septic  teeth  and  a  limited 
amount  of  conservative  work.  After  July  5th  a  scheme  for  the 
provision  of  dentures  was  commenced. 

Up  to  the  present  it  has  only  been  possible  to  touch  the  fringe 
of  requirements  and  expansion  of  the  scheme  will  be  possible  only 
when  more  dental  officers  are  available. 
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Two  sessions  weekly  are  held  for  the  treatment  of  adults  at  the 
Out-Patients’  Department  of  the  General  Hospital. 

Pre-School  children  are  seen  at  the  school  dental  clinic  situated 
in  the  area  in  which  they  live. 

The  dentures  supplied  to  patients  are  made  by  a  private  dental 
technican  who  receives  an  agreed  fee  for  each  denture  completed. 


The  following  are  details  of  work  completed  in  1948 :  — 


Number  of  mothers  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  224 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  389 

Number  of  teeth  filled  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Number  of  teeth  extracted  ...  ...  ...  ...  562 

Number  of  scalings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Number  of  dentures  fitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Number  of  pre-school  children  treated  ...  ...  348 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  380 

Number  of  fillings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  scalings  and  dressings  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  teeth  extracted  ...  ...  ...  ...  450 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

Work  done  by  the  Sunderland  District  Nursing  Association 
on  behalf  of  the  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority. 

HOME  NURSING. 

Number  of  Home  Nurses  employed  at  31st  December, 

1948 — Whole-time  on  Home  Nursing  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Home  Nurses  employed  at  31st  December, 

1948 — Part-time  on  Home  Nursing  ...  ...  1 

Equivalent  of  Whole-time  Services  devoted  by  Home 

-*•  9  1  O  1 

Nurses  to  Home  Nursing  ...  ...  •••  2 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  Home  Nurses  during  the 

period  5th  July,  1948  to  31st  December  1948  ...  30,230 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  Home  Nurses  during 

the  period  5th  July,  1948  to  31st  December,  1948  1,270 


VISITS  MADE  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 
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WORK  DONE  BY  MUNICIPAL  MIDWIVES,  1948. 


Midwife. 

No.  of  Midwifery 

Cases 

No.  of  Maternity 

Cases 

dumber  of  IV 

ledical  Aids. 

Transferred  to 

General  Hospital 

Trans,  to  Hospital 

for  Inf.  Diseases 

Transferred  to 

Royal  Infirmary 

- - — 

Trans,  to  M’mth 

&  S'wick  Hosp. 

Death  of  Baby 

Still  birth 

Source  of 

Infection 

Ruptured 

Perineum 

Delayed 

Labour 

Mal- 

presentation 

Mis-carriage 

Pyrexia 

Illness  of 

Mother 

Illness  of 

Baby 

Adherent 

Placenta 

Haemorrhage 

Discharge  of 

eyes 

Anaesthetic 

Eclampsia 

Placenta 

Praevia 

< 

H 

O 

H 

1  L.  Brown  . 

56 

18 

5 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

12 

4 

- 

— 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2  G.  Butler  . 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

___ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3  D.  O.  Gibson... . 

93 

1 

4 

3 

- 

- 

*  ““ 

- 

1 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

- 

- 

— 

— 

2 

1 

- 

4  K.  Harper  . . 

138 

27 

12 

3 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

5  M.  Hooper . 

71 

20 

9 

3 

1 

1 

— 

5 

2 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

6  C.  Hourigan  . 

22 

5 

3 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7  M.  Hutchinson . 

85 

5 

12 

2 

- 

2 

— 

2 

3 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

8  W.  Iveson  . 

15 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

9  H.  Laverick  . 

2 

10  E.  Laverick  . 

17 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

__ 

_ 

8 

1 

1 

1 

11  G.  Loxham  . 

47 

3 

3 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

12  E.  Lynn  . 

73 

2 

2 

6 

1 

2 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

16 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

_ 

13  T.  Perigo  . 

42 

11 

6 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

5 

1 

14  E.  Pickering  . 

59 

13 

10 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

15  J.  E.  Robinson  . 

17 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

16  L.  Robinson  . 

125 

16 

12 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

23 

3 

— 

— 

1 

_  I 

1 

1 

17  N.  Steer  . 

72 

27 

15 

3 

- 

4 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

24 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

18  B.  Stephenson  . 

86 

10 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

— 

9 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

19  M.  Baines  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— * 

_ 

_ 

_  I 

__ 

20  K.  Baird . 

20 

7 

3 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_  I 

_ 

21  A.Chowns  . 

6 

5 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  I 

_ 

1 

22  I.  Burton  . 

43 

12 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_  | 

_ 

23  A.  Johnston  . 

30 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_  I 

24  E.  Miller . 

30 

4 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

25  I.  Strachan . 

35 

6 

3 

2 

1 

2 

8 

; 

—  I 

— 

1200 

202 

109 

38 

8 

16 

6 

23 

21 

7 

12 

3 

1 

'Vl  ,1 

District  Nurses  . 

472 

232 

/17/1 

50 

f  CO 

19 

C”7 

10 

t  Q 

7 

15 

9 

11 

16 

8 

- 

1 

- 

-<-4TfcT 

146 

19 

- 

- 

T 

12 

3 

24 

8 

4 

10 

1 

3 

16 

1 

7 


1 

3 


3 

1 

1 

1 


41 

30 

71 


Artificial  Feeding 
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SECTION  D. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 


Water,  The  source  of  supply  remains  unchanged  and  the 
quality  and  quantity  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewage.  20.62  miles  of  new  sewers  were  laid 
during  the  year  under  review  by  the  Borough  Surveyor. 
During  the  year  220  feet  of  cast-iron  drains  and  70  feet  of  stoneware 
drains  have  been  laid;  and  new  cast-iron  soil  and  ventilation  pipes 
to  the  extent  of  102  feet  have  also  been  fixed. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  No  action  has  been  taken  for  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  pollution  of  the  river  Wear  which  takes  the  effluent  from 
13  sewers. 


Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  river  Wear  is  a  tidal  river  and  taking 
sewage,  little  can  be  done  to  prevent  or  mitigate  pollution. 

Closet  Accommodation.  During  the  year  172  broken  or  other¬ 
wise  defective  watercloset  basins  were  replaced  by  new  washdown 
pedestal  basins. 


Below  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the  conveniences  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  1948:  — 

Houses,  &c.,  with  water-closets  and  movable 
ashbins 


Houses,  &c.,  with  ashpits,  privies  and  ashpits, 
pan  privies,  &c. 


37,257 
74  x 

x  These  are  not  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  a  sewer 

Public  Cleansing.  The  amount  of  refuse  removed  during  the 
vear  was  89,958  tons,  viz:  house  refuse  collection  70,520  tons, 
salvage  2,284  tons,  street  scavenging  17,154  tons.  In  addition, 
83,682  gullies  were  emptied. 

The  arrangement  for  removal  of  house  refuse  remains  efficient, 
the  whole  of  the  removal  being  carried  out  by  means  of  closed 
carts,  most  of  which  are  motor  driven. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  number  of  visits  made 
during  the  period  under  review  by  the  District  Inspectors  (me  u  m_ 
inspections,  advisory  visits,  etc.)  was  7, 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  BY  THE 

DISTRICT  INSPECTORS. 


Houses 

and 

Premises : 
visits  or 
examina¬ 
tions  on 
account  of 


r 

Infectious  Disease  .  312  * 

Infectious  Disease  Contacts  . 

Alleged  Nuisances  (Unfounded  complaints  23)...  2701 

House  to  House  work  .  30 

Housing  Acts  .  29 

Occupants  .  46 

Drainage  .  505 

Work  in  progress  . 2362 

Information  (Ownerships,  etc.)  .  181 

v  Appointments  or  advice  .  128 


Common  Lodging  Houses  .  15 

Schools  (inspection  of  conveniences,  etc.)  •. .  — 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences  (including  licensed  houses, 

places  of  entertainment,  etc.)  .  JO 

Vans,  tents,  etc . .  — 

Stables,  etc .  5 

Offensive  Trades  .  11 

Streams  ditches,  etc . 2 

Other  visits  and  Inspections  . .  827 


Total  Inspections 


7,171 
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NOTICES  SERVED  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  NUISANCES  &c. 
FOUND  DURING  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 


Nature  of  Notice 


To — 

Cleanse  or  repair  drains  . 

Renew  drains  . 

Renew  defective  watercloset  basin 

Cleanse  dirty  watercloset  basin  . 

Cleanse  dirty  floor,  seat,  etc.  of  water- 

closet  . 

Repair  seat,  roof,  door  of  watercloset 

Renew  or  repair  flushing  cistern . 

„  pipe . 

Provide  additional  watercloset(s)  . 

Provide  water  supply  to  watercloset  .. 

Abolish  waste  watercloset  . 

Abolish  privies  and  substitute  water- 

closets  . 

Repair  or  renew  soil  or  vent  pipe  . 

,,  ,,  bath  waste  pipe  . 

,,  „  lavatory  waste  pipe... 

„  ,,  sink  waste  pipe  . 

Provide  new  urinal  . 

Repair  or  cleanse  urinal  . 

Abolish  ashpit  and  provide  dustbin  ... 

Repair  or  renew  dustbin  . 

Provide  additional  dustbin(s)  . 

Cleanse  dirty  rooms  or  houses  . 

Cleanse  dirty  bedding,  etc . 

Limewash  staircase  walls,  yard  walls, 

conveniences,  etc . 

Repair  windows,  walls,  floors, 

ceilings,  etc . 

Remedy  damp  walls  . 

Provide  light  and  ventilation  . 

Repair  roof  . 

Repair  or  renew  spouts  . 

Abate  overcrowding  . 

Provide  domestic  water  supply  . 

Provide  or  repair  yard  pavement  . 

Cleanse  yard  pavement  . 

Remove  offensive  accumulations  . 

Remove  manure  . 

Abate  nuisance  from  the  keeping  of 

animals,  etc . 

Provide  or  renew  manure  pit  . 

Pave  or  repair  stable  or  byre  floor 

Cleanse  streams,  ditches,  etc . 

Abate  other  nuisances . 


Totals 


Intin 

nation 

Statutory 

CO 

Own- 

OCCU- 

Own- 

Occu- 

P  o 

er 

pier 

er 

pier 

1 

184 

185 

1 

— 

20 

_ 

21 

2 

— 

110 

— 

112 

7 

1 

— 

8 

— 

3 

_ 

3 

120 

— 

8 

— 

128 

9 

— 

120 

— 

129 

3 

— 

20 

— 

23 

4 

3 

— 

1 

13 

' 

17 

— 

30 

4 

— 

14 

—  1 

18 

a 

— 

— 

— 

i 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

13 

*  — 

7 

— 

20 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

5 

_ 

5 

201 

— 

7 

— 

208 

71 

— 

2 

— 

73 

9 

9 

2 

— 

20 

7 

— 

— 

—  ; 

7 

- 

— 

- 

- 

793 

— 

13 

_ 

806 

313 

- 

21 

— 

334 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

486 

— 

21 

— 

507 

293 

— 

5 

— 

298 

2 

_ 

i 

A. 

I 

3 

50 

— 

2 

— 

52 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

18 

- 

- 

- 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

—  ■ 

- 

-  1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

498 

- 

-  ! 

— 

498 

2932 

21 

579  ; 

- 

3532 
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DRAIN  TESTING. 


Nature  of  Test 

Water 

Chem¬ 

ical 

Smoke 

Total 

Defective 

. 

On  Request  . 

34 

— 

14 

48 

4 

On  Complaint  . 

19 

2 

— 

21 

14 

On  Suspicion  of  Nuisance 

On  Account  of  Infectious 

2 

9 

11 

9 

Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Work  in  Progress 

100 

— 

0 

106 

20 

Retested . 

38 

— 

8 

46 

14 

TOTALS 

193 

2 

37 

232 

61 

NUISANCE  ABATED  AND  WORK  PERFORMED. 


Drains  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  244 


Drains  renewed  (length) :  —  ft. 

Metal  4  in.  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Stoneware  4  in.  ...  ...  ...  220 

Watercloset  basin  renewed  ...  ...  ...  172 

Watercloset  basin  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Watercloset  floor,  seat,  &c.,  cleansed  ...  ...  10 

Watercloset  seat,  roof,  door  repaired  ...  ...  84 

Watercloset  cistern  renewed  or  repaired  ...  112 

Watercloset  flushpipe  renewed  or  repaired  ...  23 

Watercloset  additional  provided  ...  ...  4 

Watercloset  water  supply  provided  ...  ...  26 

Waste  watercloset  abolished  ...  ...  ...  — 


Privy  abolished  and  watercloset  substituted 


Soil  or  vent  pipe  repaired  or  renewed 

(length)  102  ft.  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Bath  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  1 

Lavatory  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  4 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  12 

New  urinal  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Urinal  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  — 

Ashpit  abolished  and  dustbin  provided  •  ...  2 

Dustbin  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  122 

Dustbin  additional  provided  ...  ...  ...  43 

Dirty  rooms  or  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  19 

Dirty  Bedding,  &c.,  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  7 

Staircase  walls,  yard  walls,  conveniences 
&c.,  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Windows.^  walls,  floors,  ceilings,  &c., 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  591 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 
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Light  and  Ventilation  provided  ...  ...  2 

Roof  repaired  . 357 

Spouts  renewed  or  repaired  .  241 

Overcrowding  abated  .  ...  — 

Domestic  water  supply  provided  ...  ...  3 

Yard  pavement  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  29 

Yard  pavement  cleansed  7 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  8 

Manure,  &c.,  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Keeping  of  animals,  nuisance  abated  ...  ...  3 

Manure  pit  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  — 

Stable  or  byre  floors  paved  or  repaired  ...  ...  — 

Streams,  ditches,  &c.,  cleansed  ...  ...  2 

Other  nuisances  abated  ...  328 


Legal  Proceedings. — During  the  past  year  proceedings  were 
taken  in  respect  of  two  cases  only,  viz. :  one  by  my  department  in 
respect  of  milk  and  one  by  the  Food  Control  Committee  in  regard 
to  beef  sausage.  A  sample  of  ‘Tin  Greaser’  (petroleum  Jelly)  which 
was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  referred  to  the 
Food  Control  Committee  for  action,  if  any,  by  that  Committee. 


The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  these  cases:  — 


NATURE  OF  OFFENCE. 

No 

of 

Cases 

RESULT. 

Selling  milk  deficient  in  non-fatty 
solids  tb  the  extent  of  116.7 

Fined  £2  and  costs 

per  cent. 

1 

(£1  Is.  Od.) 

Selling  beef  sausage  deficient  in 

Fined  £10  and  costs 

meat  content  15.6  per  cent.  ... 

1 

(£1  Is.  0d.) 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  only  three  common 
lodging  houses  in  the  Borough  and  these  provide  accommodation 
for  268  lodgers.  The  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  conduct  was; 
again  maintained  as  in  former  years. 


26 


Offensive  Trades. — The  number  of  establishments  carrying  on 
offensive  trades  in  the  Borough  is  as  follows :  — 


Skin  (Gut  and  Casings)  Preparing  Houses 
Fish  Curing  Houses 

Marine  Stores  (Rag  and  Bone,  etc.,  dealers) 
Hide  and  Skin  Warehouses  ... 

Tripe  Preparers 
Knackery 


1 


6 


3 


1 


Plans. — The  practice  of  all  plans  for  new  buildings  being 
submitted  to  this  office  for  examination  in  relation  to  sanitary  works 
has  been  continued  through  the  year.  This  is  an  important  con¬ 
nection  between  the  Building  Surveyor  and  the  Health  Department. 
The  total  number  of  plans  examined  and  commented  upon  was  523. 


DRAINAGE  WORK  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 


The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by 
the  Inspector  engaged  for  this  particular  branch  of  the  Department. 


DRAINAGE  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT. 

WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 
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Rat  Repression. — Particulars  of  the  work  done  by  the  two 
Rodent  Operatives  are  given  in  the  subjoined  table:  — 

Premises  inspected  on  receipt  of  complaint  ...  421 

Rats  caught  by  traps,  or  killed  by  hand 
or  poisoned  ...  . 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid 

Number  of  traps  set 

Visits  for  purpose  of  observation,  work  in  progress 

or  work  done  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2377 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1926. — There  are  no  premises  in  the 
Borough  where  rag  flock  is  actually  manufactured  although  it  is  used 

by  a  number  of  firms  in  the  process  of  their  particular  trade. 

( 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  under  review. 

Camping  Sites. — There  are  no  sites  in  the  Borough  licensed  for 
this  particular  purpose. 

Smoke  Abatement. — No  observations  were  taken  during  the  year 
but  there  is  little  improvement  regarding  pollution  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  Chief  reasons  are  poor  quality  coal  and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
delivery  of  new  boiler  plant. 

Factory  owners  still  experience  difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient 
quantities  of  gas  coke;  and  coal  is  used  from  time  to  time  causing 
atmospheric  pollution. 

Considerable  routine  work  was  necessitated  in  answering  a 
questionnaire  received  from  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society. 
This  review  of  the  causes  of  atmospheric  pollution  has  been  published 
and  the  results  tabulated  for  the  appropriate  action  by  the  Society. 

Wells. — No  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  under 


6657 

9930 

3361 


review. 
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THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1934  (SECTION  10). 

The  following  work  has  been  performed  by  the  Inspector 
appointed  for  the  purpose  :  — 


Sub-Sections 

Notices 

served 

Total 

served 

Com¬ 

plied 

with 

Intimation 

Statutory 

l  ota 

To  provide  and  maintain 
suitable  ventilation 

14 

— 

14 

13 

To  provide  and  maintain 
reasonable  temperature  ... 

1  1 

— 

11 

11 

To  provide  and  maintain  suitable 
and  sufficient  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation 

92 

4 

96 

94 

To  provide  suitable  and  sufficient 
lighting 

2 

— 

2 

2 

To  provide  and  maintain  washing 
facilities  ... 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

To  provide  and  maintain 
facilities  for  meals 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Totals  ... 

121 

4 

125 

122 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  above  purposes — 367 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  (IN  RELATION  TO 
BUSINESS  PREMISES). 


Notices  served 

Notice 

complied  with 

Intimation 

Statutory 

To  abate  infringements 

211 

42 

178 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  above  purposes — 889. 


PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

61  persons  or  companies  and  107  premises  are  registered  with 
the  Local  Authority  as  “listed  sellers  of  Part  2  poisons. 

217  visits  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
packing,  labelling  and  storage  of  poisons. 
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2  persons  were  detected  offering  for  sale  packages  containing 
Part  2  poisons  improperly  labelled.  Verbal  warning  was  given  to 
each  person  concerned  and  advice  given  in  connection  with  labelling, 
etc. 

Wholesalers  generally  are  co-operating  with  us  by  selling  only 
to  persons  who  hold  a  pharmacy  and  poisons  licence.  One  wholesaler, 
new  to  the  district,  was  detected  infringing  this  ‘Gentlemen’s 
Agreement.’  He  was  taken  to  task  and  has  now  fallen  into  line 
with  his  fellow  tradesmen. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  under  the  Act. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938,  Section  13. 

312  inspections  were  made  under  this  Section  which  lays  down 
conditions,  etc.,  for  rooms  where  food  is  sold,  prepared  or  stored. 
Included  under  this  heading  are  shops,  warehouses,  bakehouses, 
nublic  houses,  clubs,  restaurant  and  cafe  kitchens,  works  canteens, 
etc. 


The  arrangement  between  the  Food  Office  and  this  department 
whereby  a  certificate  is  issued  respecting  the  suitability  of  a  property 
for  use  as  a  shop,  etc.,  where  food  is  to  be  sold  or  prepared  has 
worked  well. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  THE  SANITARY 
ACCOMMODATION  REGULATIONS,  1938. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  under  this  Act.  An  effort 
has  been  made  to  bring  the  list  of  factories,  required  by  the  Act 
up-to-date,  many  factories  having  changed  ownership  or  the  business 
having  been  transferred  elsewhere  during  the  year. 


Premises 

i 

Inspections 

\T umber  o 

Written 

Notices 

f 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

FACTORIES  with  mechanical  power . 

512 

162 

— 

h  ACT  OKIES  without  mechanical  power... 

201 

48 

— 

OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act  (In¬ 
cluding-  works  of  Building  and  Engin¬ 
eering  Construction  but  not  including 
outworkers’  premises).  .  . 

1 1 

o 

- 

Totals  ... 

724 

212 

— 
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2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

of  defects 
in  respect 
of  which 
prosecut¬ 
ions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 1  . 

14 

14 

2 

Overcrovvdin 

£T  IS. 21  _ _ 

6 

6 

1 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) . 

30 

30 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) . 

4i 

1 1 

1 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S. 6)... 

6 

5 

Lj 

— 

Sanitary 

( insufficient  . 

31 

30 

— 

— 

Conveniences  -< 

unsuitable  or  defective 

140 

140 

— 

- — 

(S.7) 

.not  separate  for  sexes 

11 

10 

— 

- — 

Other  Offences : 

(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Section  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Trans¬ 
fer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921,  and 
re-enacted  in  the  Third  Schedule 
to  the  Factories  Act,  1937) . 

3 

3 

Total  ... 

258 

249 

6 

— 
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SECTION  E. 


HOUSING. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  1246 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year :  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3737 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  4385 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  228 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  630 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  1388 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the 
sendee  of  formal  notices :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  809 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  155 

(2)  Number  of  d\v,elling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  24 
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B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  1025 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  .  702 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  63 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  27 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  33 

D.  — Proceeding  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  NiL 
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SECTION  F, 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply,  Supervision  has  been  continued  of  all  premises 
where  milk  is  produced,  pasteurised,  stored  or  sold,  and  the  cleanliness 
of  farms  and  dairies  has  been  fairly  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Cows  and  Cowsheds,  The  total  number  of  farms  visited  for  the 
purpose  of  inspection  of  cows  and  cowsheds  was  13;  the  total  number 
of  visits  paid  was  73;  and  the  number  of  cowsheds  inspected  was  21. 

REGISTERED  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 
Cowkeepers  inside  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cowsheds  inside  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Dairymen  inside  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Cowkeepers  outside  the  Borough  registered  for  sale  of  milk 

within  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Dairymen  outside  the  Borough  registered  for  sale  of  milk 

within  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milkshops. 

Ordinary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

In  sealed  bottles  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

-  294 

Dairy  Farms,  Dairies  and  Milkshops.  The  following  tables  show 
the  number  of  registered  Dairy  Farms,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  in 
the  Borough  on  the  31st  December,  1948  :  — 

DAIRY  FARMS  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

Number  of  Dairv  Farms  in  the  Borough  on  the 

Register  on  the  31st  December,  1947  ...  ...  12 

Number  added  to  Register  during  the  year  -  ...  1 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  the  year  — 

Number  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1948...  13 

DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

Number  of  Dairies  and  Milkshops  in  the  Borough 

on  the  Register  on  the  31st  December,  1947  345 

Number  added  to  Register  during  the  year  ...  2 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  the  year. . .  — 

Number  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1948...  34^ 
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The  following  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Inspector  in  connection  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  and  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Regulations :  — 

To  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  .  73 

To  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  297 

To  Railway  Stations  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

NUMBER  OF  MILK  SAMPLES  SUBJECTED  TO 
ANALYTICAL  EXAMINATION  FOR  THE  ESTIMATE 
OF  MILK  FAT,  NON-FATTY  SOLIDS  OR  ADDED 
WATER  ;  METHYLENE  BLUE  REDUCTION, 
PHOSPHATE,  PLATE  COUNT,  AND  COLIFORM  TESTS; 
AND  FOR  EXAMINATION  FOR  THE  PRESENCE  OF 
TUBERCLE  BACILLI  DURING  1948. 


Chemical  Analysis. 

Milk  . 78 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Alilk  ...  ...  ...  82 

Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Non-designated  Milk  ...  ...  ...  19 

Designated  Milk  ...  ...  ...  •••  7 

MILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  TUBERCLE 
EXAMINATION.  SOURCE  OF  SUPPLY. 


Local 

Farmers 

Local  Dairymen 
per 

Durham 

Yorks 

Total 

No. 

Positive 

Kail 

Farmers 

16 

— 

10 

24 

2 

26 

2 

Number  of  Samples  taken  under  Ministry  of  Food 
Regulation  55G  (Heat  Treatment  Scheme). 


33 

17 

14 


Pasteurised  Milk 
Heat  Treated  Milk 
Sterilized  Alilk 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS, 
1936-46  AND  REGULATION  55G  (HEAT  TREATMENT 

SCHEME). 


Results  of  Samples  of  designated  and  heat  treated  milks  taken 
during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  bacterial  examination. 

Samples  were  taken  from  two  ‘producing  and  bottling’  establish¬ 
ments,  one  ‘producing’  establishment,  two  ‘pasteurising’  establishments 
and  one  ‘heat-treated’  milk  establishment. 


The  total  number  of  samples  taken  was  167  and  these  are 
classified  below :  — 


Tuberculin 

Tested 

Accred¬ 

ited 

Pasteur¬ 

ised 

Heat 

Treated 

Sterilized 

Total 

Satisfactory 

37 

8 

29 

13 

14 

101 

Unsatisfactory 

55 

2 

5 

4 

— 

86 

Totals 

92 

10 

34 

17 

14 

167 

The  bulk  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  Tuberculin 
Tested  milks  produced  in  the  area  of  County  Durham  and  were, 
therefore,  outside  the  control  of  this  department.  The  co-operation 
of  the  appropriate  Health  Department  has  been  obtained  regarding 
the  producers  concerned  and  better  results  are  expected  in  the  future. 

Samples  taken  from  local  producers  and  pasteurising  depots 
have  proved  generally  satisfactory. 
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GRADED  MILK  AND  ISSUE  OF  LICENCES 
Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 

Regulations,  1936-1946. 


Description  of  Licences. 

Number  in 
force  on  31st 
Dec.,  1948. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers 

1 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  and  Bottlers 

Tuberculin  Tested  Bottlers  . 

Tuberculin  Tested  Dealers  . 

z 

49 

-1 

Accredited  Producers  . 

Accredited  Producers  and  Bottlers  . 

1 

1 

Accredited  Bottlers  . 

Accredited  Dealers  . 

1 

2 

3 

61 

Pasteurising  Establishments  . 

Pasteurised  Dealers  . 

ICE-CREAM  FACTORIES,  MERCHANTS  AND  DEALERS. 

The  general  level  of  cleanliness  of  all  premises  where  ice-cream 
is  manufactured,  stored  and  sold  has  been  maintained  at  a  very 
high  level.  Four  factories  are  now  operating  with  the  machinery 
required  by  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations;  two  have 
not  yet  been  fitted  with  recording  thermometers,  receipt  of  which  is 
expected  in  the  near  future.  In  four  other  factories  work  is  in 
progress  on  the  alterations  which  were  necessary  upon  completion 
of  which  the  new  machinery  will  be  fitted. 

In  the  case  of  small  factories  uncertainty  still  exists  as  to  the 
effects  of  the  Regulations  particularly  as  regards  coolers  and  cold 
stores.  The  occupiers  of  these  small  factories  have  been  informed 
as  to  the  necessity  of  equipping  their  factories  to  comply  with  the 
Regulations  which  finally  come  into  force  on  the  1st  May,  1949. 
We  can  only  wait  on  events  and  advise  where  necessary. 

Twenty-seven  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year 
fifteen  of  which  were  satisfactory  and  twelve  unsatisfactory.  In 
connection  with  the  unsatisfactory  samples  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  cannot  be  relied  upon.  This 
.  test  is  only  advisory  and  is  subject  to  error. 
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The  number  of  manufacturers  in  the  Borough  on  the  register 
on  the  31st  December,  1948,  was  27  and  the  number  of  factories  25, 
an  increase  of  3  over  the  previous  ypar.  The  number  of  retail  shops, 
is  72. 

The  number  of  visits  to  manufacturers  and  vendors  premises 
during  the  year  was  1493. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  cases  of  Food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year  under 
review. 


ADULTERATION,  &c. 


The  number  of  samples  analysed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  for  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  196  and  these  ma y 
be  classified  as  follows :  — 


Number. 


Milk  .  79 

Butter  and  Margarine  .  8 

Lard  .  — 

Compound  Articles  .  9 

Miscellaneous  .  57 

Drugs  .  14 


Percentage  of 
Total  Samples. 

47.3 

4.8 

5.4 
34.1 

8.4 


Of  the  167  samples  examined  21  (12.6  per  cent)  were  non- 
genuine;  while  in  1947  of  209  samples  examined  17  (8.2  per  cent.) 
were  non-genuine. 

The  21  non-genuine  samples  were  dealt  with  as  follows:  — 

Legal  Action  in  two  cases  (see  page  25)  which  resulted  in 
the  imposition  of  fines;  six  letters  of  caution;  three  verbal 
cautions,  and  seizure  of  remaining  stocks  in  two  cases. 

In  regard  to  the  remaining  eight  samples,  four  of  these 
(owing  to  their  small  deficiencies)  did  not  justify  further  action, 
three  follow  up  (formal)  samples  proved  genuine,  and  action 
with  regard  to  the  remaining  sample  was  delegated  to  the  Local 
Food  Executive  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  INSPECTOR. 
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Visits 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

De¬ 

faults 

found 

Com- 
munica- 
:  tions 

Milk: 

To  premises  for  inspection  for  registration 

1 

,,  premises  for  removal  from  register  ... 

_ 

„  inspect  milk  and  diary  produce 

premises . . . 

297 

4 

,,  inspect  cowsheds  . 

73 

8 

2 

,,  inspect  retail  shops  . 

169 

3 

„  examine  milk  churns  . 

784 

6 

3 

„  examine  milk  vehicles  . 

69 

- 

Ice-Cream  : 

To  inspect  vehicles  . 

35 

3 

,,  „  manufacturers  premises  . 

944 

_ 

merchants  premises  . 

10 

— 

,,  „  vendors  premises . 

423 

5 

2 

Food  and  Drug  Acts: 

To  obtain  milk  samples . 

78 

6 

3 

„  obtain  other  samples  . 

89 

15 

6 

Bacteriology  : 

To  obtain  milk  samples . 

167 

66 

66 

,,  obtain  water  samples  . 

- 

- 

Miscellaneous  : 

To  obtain  samples  of  fertilisers  and 

j 

feeding  stuffs . 

15 

1 

1 

Other  visits  of  inspection  . 

363 

— 

- 

Smoke  observations  . 

_ 

- 

- 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  the  number  of  carcases  condemned  as  well  as  the 
parts  and  organs  condemned. 

The  percentage  of  cattle  organs  condemned  is  high  owing  to  the 
large  number  of  livers  affected  with  cirrhosis :  it  does  not  imply  that 
the  carcases  were  affected. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  slaughtered  and  inspected 

4714 

660 

564 

14479 

283 

Whole  carcases  condemned — all 
diseases  except  tuberculosis  . 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

2703 

139 

3 

298 

22 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  . 

57% 

21% 

0.7% 

2% 

9% 

Whole  carcases  condemned — 

tuberculosis  only  . 

7 

22 

1 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

424 

389 

3 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  . 

0.9  % 

62.3  % 

0.017°, 

— 

1% 

DETAILS  OF  DISEASED  CARCASES  CONDEMNED 


^  T3  (A 

Jj  S  b?  * 
n!  o.S  o 

ug  ° 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totals 

Tuberculosis  . 

7 

22 

1 

30 

Fever.  Acute  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Septicaemia  . 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Septic  Peritonitis  . 

— 

T 

- 

1 

3 

5 

Septic  Pericarditis  . 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Polyarthritis  . 

— 

— 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Totals  . 

9 

25 

2 

2 

X. 

4 
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TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  MEAT  AND  OFFAL  CONDEMNED 


lbs. 

Beef  . 

Veal  . 

.  74 

Mutton  . 

.  279 

Pork  . 

Offal  . 

.  69399 

Imported  Meat. 

lbs. 

Beef  . 

....  1545 

Mutton  . 

.  53 

Offal  . 

.  465 

Total  Amount  41  tons  15  cwts.  1  qr.  18  lbs. 
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Notification  of  the  condemned  tuberculous  calf  was  sent  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  Animal  Health  Division.  The  Divisional 
Inspector  replied  that  the  herd  at  the  farm  concerned  was  being 
examined  and  samples  of  milk  taken  to  trace  the  dam  of  the 
tuberculous  calf. 

All  condemned  meat  and  offal  was  collected  as  salvage  for 
processing. 

Institutions,  feeding  centres  and  canteens  receiving  supplies 
through  the  Central  Purchasing  Department  were  visited  for  the 
inspection  of  foodstuffs  supplied. 

i 

A  meal  room,  washing  and  sanitary  accommodation  has  been 
provided  at  the  main  slaughterhouse  and  a  new  roof  covers  the 
lairage:  these  improvements  were  long  overdue. 

Improvements  in  slaughtering  facilities  are  now  being  considered 
as  the  present  slaughter-houses  are  unsuitable  and  inadequate  for  the 
amount  of  slaughtering  which  is  carried  out. 

These  premises  are  under  the  administration  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  which  Ministry  has  been  approached  with  a  view  to  centralising 
all  slaughtering  in  a  Municipal  abattoir. 

At  present  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  three  premises,  namely: 

Livingstone  Road  (Central) — behind  Central  Police  Station. 

Size  of  slaughter-house  1294  sq.  ft. 

Size  of  lairage  1117  sq.  ft. 

St.  Pauls  Street  (Hendon) — off  Tatham  Street. 

Size  of  slaughter-house  746  sq.  ft. 

Size  of  lairage  1283  sq.  ft. 


Back  North  Bridge  Street  (Monkwearmouth)  Nr.  Wheatsheaf 

Size  of  slaughter-house  518  sq.  ft. 

Size  of  lairage  872  sq.  ft. 

These  three  slaughter-houses  are  overcrowded  for  the  latter  half 
of  the  year.  This  results  in  late  nights,  Sunday  slaughtering,  and 
lack  of  hygiene. 

While  meat  is  being  removed  each  morning,  slaughtering  is  not 
Bossible.  This  results  in  a  late  start  for  the  slaughtering,  late  finish, 
and  no  time  for  cleansing. 
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Too  many  carcases  are  crowded  into  the  small  slaughter-houses 
at  St.  Pauls  Street  and  Back  North  Bridge  Street  resulting  in 
Summer-time  in  loss,  due  to  bone  taint  and  at  all  time  increasing 
the  difficulty  of  inspection.  In  one  week  in  the  summer  1,000  lbs 
of  beef  was  condemned  for  bone  taint.  Contamination  of  carcases 
and  offal  is  common  at  all  times  as  the  meat  and  offal  hang  in  the 
same  place  as  the  cattle  are  slaughtered. 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Sheep  and 

Year 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

1938 

3716 

1536 

342 

40,000 

11,180 

1939 

3482 

2152 

280 

36,000 

7,720 

1940 

5994 

1149 

298 

33,577 

4,944 

1941 

3938 

910 

425 

18,709 

2,967 

1942 

4625 

1005 

670 

29,201 

543 

1943 

3883 

1919 

631 

21,433 

488 

1944 

4457 

1334 

539 

20  870 

329 

1945 

5381 

1126 

809 

16,356 

573 

1946 

5447 

1142 

749 

19,892 

498 

1947 

4860 

969 

696 

16,779 

409 

1948 

4714 

660 

564 

14,479 

283 

The  need  for  adequate  slaughtering  premises  has  long  been 
recognised  by  the  butchers  who  have  twice  made  representations  to 
the  Council  for  better  facilities.  Prior  to  the  War,  there  were  51 
slaughter-houses,  including  the  3  now  in  use,  to  provide  the  facilities. 


The  wholesale  imported  meat  companies  would  like  space  in  a 
market  attached  to  an  abattoir.  A  cold  store,  should  also  be  provided. 
There  is  a  pressing  need  for  cold  storage  premises  in  the  Borough. 


Tripe  preparers  and  gut  scrapers  should  also  be  accommodated. 
An  abattoir  with  its  subsidiary  trades  would  provide  work  for  a 
number  of  men. 


As  the  largest  Authority  in  the  County  of  Durham  and  occupying 
a  central  position,  Sunderland  is  well  situated  to  provide  slaughtering 
facilities  for  a  much  larger  population  than  the  178.530  now  being 
served. 


i 
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Other  Foods  Condemned* 


Tinned  meats  . 

lbs. 

1982 

Semolina  . 

lbs. 

.  2660 

Tinned  vegetables  . 

2421 

Yeast  . 

105 

Tinned  milk  . 

3537 

Bacon  . 

230 

Tinned  fish  . 

417 

Cooked  Meats  . 

65 

Tinned  fruit  . 

2084 

Wet  fish  . 

,  2999 

Provisions  . 

1780 

Rabbits  . 

135 

Butter  . 

80 

Poultry  . 

137 

Cereals  . 

2365 

Dried  Fruits  . 

346 

Bread  . 

1512 

Sausage  . 

206 

Flour  (Soya)  . 

112 

Shell  fish  . 

154 

Sausage  (Whale  Meat)  ... 

112 

Imported  Tripe  . 

280 

Total  amount  .. 

10  tons  11  cvvts.  3  qrs.  3  lbs. 

A  number  of  verbal 

warnings 

were  given  in  respect 

of  dirty 

utensils,  refuse  accumulations,  choked  drains,  etc.  The  nuisances 
were  abated  in  all  instances. 

A  number  of  complaints  by  householders  were  investigated  with 
satisfactory  results. 


Inspection  of  Foodstuffs. 
Number  of  Visits  to  Premises. 


Slaughterhouses  . > .  1284 

Wholesale  meat  depots  ...  630 

Butcher  shops  .  721 

Meat  carrying  vehicles  .  208 

Allotments  and  farms .  10 

Tripe  preparers  .  8 

Gut  scrapers  .  8 

Flour  Mills,  Jam  Factories  6 

Wholesale  Provisions  .  84 

Retail  Provisions  .  821 


Wholesale  fruiterers  .  24 

Retail  fruiterers  .  96 

Fish  Shops  and  Stalls  ...  184 

Open-Air  and  Market 

Stalls  .  1^2 

Railway  Premises  .  24 

Feeding  Centres  and 

Canteens  .  28 

Institutions  .  12 


Ministry  of  Food  depots... 
Other  Visits  . 
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SECTION  G. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER, 
1948,  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 

GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 


(Duncan  Campbell  Robb,  M.D.,  M.A.). 

RESIDENT  STAFF. 


Medical  Superintendent 

Deputy  Medical  Superintendent 

Senior  Resident  Surgical  Officer 

House  Surgeon 

Resident  Obstetrician  and 
Gynaecologist 

Resident  Medical  Officer  (Obstet). 
Non-Resident  Medical  Officer 


...Duncan  Campbell  Robb, M.D., M.A. 
...Frank  J.  Fish,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.P. 
...Thomas  T.  Romans,  M.B.,  B.S. 
...John  Bowden,  M.B.,  B.S. 

...Mona  Daven-Power,  L.R.C.P.,  &  S. 
D.R.C.O.G.  ' 

...James  D.  S.  Hethcote,  M.B.,  B.S. 

...Edward  Iskander,  L.R.Q.P.  &  S. 
L.R.F.P.S. 


1  Temporary  Post-Graduate  Medical  Officer,  released  from  H.M.  Forces. 


VISITING  MEDICAL  STAFF. 


Physician 

Honorary  Consultant  Surgeon 
Surgeons 


Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist 
Thoracic  Surgeon 
Neurological  Surgeon 
Aural  Surgeon  . 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
Consulting  Radiologist 
Consulting  Radiologist 

Anaesthetists 

Venereologist 

Dental  Surgeon 


.A.  A.  McIntosh  Nicol,  M.D., 
M.R.C.P. 

.Stanley  Raw,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S. 

.Stanley  Ritson,  M.B.,  M.D.,  B.Sc., 
F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

H.  B.  L.  Levy.  M.C..  M.D.,  M.S., 
F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Francis  J.  Burke,  M.D.,  F.R.C.O.G., 

.George;  A-  Mason,  F.R.C.S. 

.G.  F.  Rowrotham,  B.Sc.,  F.R.C.S. 

.R.  E.  Jowett,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P., 
D.L.O. 

.David  G.  W.  Brown,  F.R.C.S. 

.Gertrude  B.  Leigh,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

.Paige  Arnold,  M.D.,  B.S. 

.Maurice  W.  Mackay,  M.B.,  B.S., 
D.M.R.D. 

.W.  McLaren,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

J.  W.  M.  Stevenson,  M.B.,  B.S. 

.H.  J.  Bell,  M.B.E.,  M.A.,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

W.  T.  Proud,  L.D.S. 


Matron 


...Miss  L  O.  Chapman,  S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  F.R.N. 

...Miss  E.  Stead,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 


Assistant  Matron 
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The  following  table  shows 
the  year: — 

the  admissions  into  hospital  during 

- 

1947 

1948 

Males 

996 

1159 

Females 

...  4192 

4584 

Children  to  16  years 

...  3200 

3320 

8388 

9063 

The  following  table  shows 
the  year: — 

the  discharges 

from  hospital  during 

Males  . 

...  1011 

1150 

Females  . 

. . .  4200 

4566 

Children  to  16  years 

...  3200 

3322 

8411 

9038 

Summary  of  Deaths:  — 

Males  . 

211 

208 

Females  . 

...  208 

231 

Children  2  to  16  years 

8 

12 

Infants  to  2  years 

123 

130 

550 


581 


Average  daily  number  of  in-patients 
(Excluding  babies  in  the 

Maternity  Ward)  ...  ...  384.5  347 

Average  stay  of  patients  in  days  16.6  14 

Out-Patients. 

Total  number  of  patients  seen  in 
this  department  (Including 
Ante  and  Post  Natal  Cases)  11,915  11,619 

Number  of  attendances  entailed  52,741  58,865 

ELECTRO-THERAPEUTIC  DEPARTMENT. 

62  Patients  made  1,131  attendances  for  U.V.R.  and  Kromayer 
treatments. 
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MASSAGE  DEPARTMENT. 

To  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  810  cases  on  the  Register 
entailing  the  under-mentioned  attendances  and  treatments :  — 

From  Wards  8,011  attended  dept.,  entailing  11,526  treatments. 
From  O.P.D.  4,437  attended  dept.,  entailing  9,241  treatments. 


12,448  20,767 


CANCER  ACT,  1939. 

NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  CANCER  ORGANISATION. 
CANCER  REGISTRATION  FOR  1948. 


1947  1948 


Diagnosed 

provisionally 

♦  •  •  •  •  • 

139 

185 

Outcome. 

Found  non 

-malignant 

•  »  •  •  •  • 

1 

10 

Died 

•  •  •  *  .  •  «  .  . 

•  *  •  •  *  • 

77 

92 

Remaining 

on  Register  at  end  of  1947  &  48... 

61 

83 

Total  ... 

139 

185 

FOLLOW-UP  CASES 

,  1947  &  48. 

By  Exam. 

By  Report. 

1947 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1st  Year 

.  31 

17 

9 

10 

2nd  Year 

.  6 

19 

2 

8 

3rd  Year 

...  ...  — 

5 

— 

— 

Total  ...  37 

41 

11 

18 

STATISTICS  OF  MATERNITY  DEPARTMENT. 

Number  of  patients  delivered . 

1933 

Number  of  patients  Primiparae 

829 

Number  of  patients  Multipara: 

1104 

Number  of  patients  Live  Births — Male 

882 

— Female 

1009 

1891 
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Stillbirths  .  70 

Neonatal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  53 

Maternal  Deaths  .  4 

Anaesthetics — General  ...  ...  198 

Gas  &  Air  ...  ...  825 

Local  infiltration  ...  98 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Number  of  first  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1775 

Number  of  re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13236 

Post  Natal  Clinic  sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  392 

Patients  X-Rayed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  213 

Number  of  non-booked  cases  admitted  .  389 

Number  of  booked  cases  admitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1544 

Number  of  W.R.  Tests  done  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1975 

Number  of  W.R.  Tests  returned  positive  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  Midwives  trained  in  Gas  &  Air  ...  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  Midwives  certified  proficient  ...  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  Rh.  Negative  mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  227 

TRAINING  OF  MID  WIVES. 

Number  of  Midwives  prepared  for  examination  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  Midwives  passed  first  time  ...  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  Midwives  passed  second  time  ...  ...  ...  3 

BEDS. 

Maternity  Block  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  50 

Ante-Natal  Block  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  COMPLICATIONS  AND 
OPERATIONS. 

1.  Presentation  of  Foetus. 

Vertex  ...  ...  •••  •••  1824 

Breech  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  103 

Multiple  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^8 

y 

Shoulder 

Face  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  ^ 

2 

Brow 

B.B.A  .  26 
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2.  Operations. 

Forceps  delivery  . 

Caesarean  Section — G.A. 

Caesarean  Section — Local  Anaesthesia 

Induction  of  Labour 

Version 

Embryotomy 

Blood  Transfusion 

Local  anaesthesia  of  perineum 

Manual  Removal  of  Placenta  ... 


107 

84 

8 

75 

38 

2 

31 

84 

22 


3.  Complications  of  Infants. 
Prematurity 
Congenital  Defect 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Skin  Lesions 
Enteritis 

Erythroblastosis  Foetalis 
Artificial  Feeding 


189 

20 

1 

19 

10 

132 


4.  Complications  of  Puerperium. 
Psychoneurosis 
Mastitis 
Genito-urinary 
Notified  Pyrexia 
Puerperal  Morbidity 


1 

1 

5 

36 

140 


5.  Complications  of  Labour. 
Prolapse  of  cord 
Uterine  inertia  ... 
Post-partum  haemorrhage 
Ruptured  uterus 
Episiotomy 

Failed  Forceps — Emergency 
Placenta  Praevia 
Accidental  Haemorrhage 
Eclampsia 


8 

39 

15 

162 

7 

17 

32 

12 


6.  Ante-Natal  Complications. 
Venereal  Disease 

Leucorrhaea  . 

Retroverted  gravid  uterus 
Respiratory  Disease 
Heart  Disease 
Anaemia 
Hydramnios 

Hyperemesia  Gravidarum 
Pre-eclamptic  toxaemia 
Chronic  nephritis 
Essential  hypertension 


15 

49 

37 

18 

23 

64 

6 

140 

6 

23 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  STILLBIRTHS  AND  NEONATAL 


DEATHS. 

Cerebral  Trauma  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Asphyxia — Placenta  Praevia  ...  ...  ...  6 

Accidental  haemorrhage  ...  ...  1 

Prolapsed  cord  ...  ....  ...  5 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Congenital  Defect  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Erythroblastosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy 

Difficult  Labour 
Unknown 

Syphilis  ...  . 

Diabetes 

Maceration 

Atelectasis 

Haemorrhage  Disease 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

1.  Advanced  Pulmonary  T.B.  Moribund. 

2.  Cardiac  Failure 

3.  Pulmonary  embolus  with  Mitral  Stenosis. 

4.  Eclampsia — no  ante-natal  care. 
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GYNECOLOGICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

ATTENDANCES  AT  THE  OUT-PATIENT  DEPARTMENT. 

Gynaecological  Clinic. 

New  Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  1149 

Old  Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  909 

-  2058 


Leucorrhoea  Clinic. 

New  Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  199 

Old  Patients  ...  ...  ...  271 

-  470 

Sterility  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  658 

Total  ...  3186 


Abdominal  Operations. 
Wertheims 
Total  Hysterectomy 
Sub-total  hysterectomy 
Abdominal  hysterectomy 
Gilliam’s  Operation 
Myomectomy 
Laparotomy 
Ventral  hernia 
Adnexal  Disease 
Others 


5 

28 

36 

2 

8 

5 

4 

1 

22 

4 


Total  ...  115 


Vaginal  Operations. 


Vaginal  Hysterectomy 

64 

Fothergill’s  Operation 

49 

Vulvectomy 

6 

Complete  Tear 

2 

Fistulas 

2 

Vulval  Plastic 

11 

Re-slinging  of  Urethra 

— . 

Vaginal  Plastic 

47 

Radium 

•  •  .  .  .  . 

22 

Dilatation  and  Curettage 

542 

Minor 

188 

Kymographic  Examination 

50 

Diathermy 

45 

Salpingography 

45 

Total  ... 

1073 

Abdominal 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

115 

Vaginal 

•  •  »  •  •  • 

1073 

Total  . . . 

1188 
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SECTION  H. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st 
DECEMBER,  1948,  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT 
OF  THE  HOSPITAL  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND 
GRINDON  HALL  SANATORIUM. 


(Dr  Eustace  Thorp,  O.B.E.,  M.B.,  D.P.H.). 

There  remained  in  hospital  101  patients  on  31st  December,  1948 
and  738  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  mostly  admitted  from  the  General  Hospitals 
The  only  feature  of  note  was  the  number  of  cases  complicated 
by  burns. 

Enteritis  cases  were  admitted  of  varying  types.  A  large  number  of 
these  were  young  babies,  suffering  from  improper  feeding  due 
in  most  cases  to  poor  mothercraft.  Many  were  of  a  type  not 
usually  admitted  to  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals.  The  hospitals 
appear  to  be  declining  to  deal  with  any  cases,  in  which  the 
word  diarrhoea  is  mentioned.  Many  of  these  cases  showed  few 
signs  in  hospital,  some  were  said  to  recur  on  discharge. 

The  health  of  the  staff  was  good  and  all  underwent  regular 
X-ray  examination  and  the  usual  tests. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  ADMISSIONS 
Disease. 

Diphtheria 

Streptococcal  Throat 
Croup 
Tonsillitis 
Chicken  Pox 
Measles 

Measles  Contacts 
Scarlet  Fever 

Meningitis  All  Types — C.S.M 

T.B.  Meningitis 
Other  Forms 


No.  Admitted  1948. 

35 
19 
3 

29 
11 
62 
12 
45 
11 
10 
9 
2 


Meningism 
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Pneumonia 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  » 

32 

Whooping  Cough 

36 

Rubella 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis 

38 

Food  Poisoning — Samonella 

7 

Erysipelas 

6 

Infantile  Paralysis 

10 

Heat  Effects 

6 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

4 

Influenza 

9 

Bronchitis  . 

8 

Mumps 

6 

Dysentery  . 

5 

Ulcerative  Colitis 

1 

General  Diseases 

23 

Measles,  Scarlet  Fever  &  Chicken 

Pox 

1 

Vincents  Angina 

8 

Encephalomyelitis 

1 

Surgical  T.B. 

128 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

160 

738 


OPERATIONS,  1948. 

Major  Operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Minor  Operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  MAJOR  OPERATIONS. 

Excision  of  Tuberculous  Glands  .  6 

Tonsillectomy,  with  removal  of  Adenoids  ...  8 

Amputation  of  Left  Leg  ...  ...  ...  1 

Amputation  of  Right  Leg  ...  ...  ...  2 

Laparotomy  and  reduction  of  Intussesception. . .  1 


18 
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ULTRA  VIOLET  RAY. 

Number  of  courses  of  treatment  given  ...  13 

X-RAY  DEPARTMENT,  1948. 

Number  of  X-rays  taken — Patients  and  Staff...  469 


CELLULOID  SPLINTS  MADE  IN  1948. 

Inpatients. 

Jackets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Belt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Hip  Splint  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Outpatients. 

Jackets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Knee  Splint  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  REMAINING  IN  HOSPITAL— 
31st  DECEMBER,  1948  —  101. 

77  DEATHS  1948 — Classified  as  follows: 


Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

C.S.  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Meningitis  Pneumococci  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningitis  Influenzal  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

T.B.  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculosis — All  Types  ...  ...  ...  38 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Burns  and  Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  1 

Encephalomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ulcerative  Colitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Compression  following  a  blow 

on  the  head  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 
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OUT  OF  BOROUGH  ADMISSIONS,  1948. 

No.  of  admissions  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

No.  of  out  of  Borough  admissions  from 

Sunderland  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  out  of  Borough  Operations  ...  ...  8 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  1948. 


55- 
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DISINFECTION. 

The  following  work  has  been  done  by  the  Disinfecting  Officer: 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  .  1206 

Number  of  calls  for  bedding,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  495 


The  work  carried  out  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Hospital 
for  Infectious  Diseases  is  given  in  the  following  table :  — 


Articles 

Disinfected 

Destroyed 

Beds  . 

412 

17 

Mattresses . 

748 

22 

Blankets  . 

1806 

41 

Pillows  . 

940 

38 

Quilts . 

835 

9 

Sheets  . . 

912 

58 

Bolsters . 

423 

H 

Sundries . 

1106 

68 

6682 

267 

SCABIES. 

The  following  has  been  performed  by  the  Officer  appointed  for 
this  particular  work:  — 

New  cases  notified  66  Discharged  cases  55 

The  rooms  and  bedding  in  respect  of  all  discharged  cases  of 
scabies  were  disinfested. 

In  addition  205  verminous  rooms  were  disinfected  by  the  same 
Officer  during  the  year  as  well  as  the  cleansing  of  11  persons 
infested  with  vermin. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Cases  Treated  at  the  V.D.  Clinic,  Royal  Infirmary. 

during  1948. 

M.  F.  Total. 

No.  of  cases  under  treatment  at  the  beginning 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  416  403  819 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the  Register 

which  returned  for  treatment  ...  ...  16  18  34 

Cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time :  — 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Syphilis  ... 

...  117 

91 

208 

Soft  Chancre 

6 

1 

7 

Gonorrhoea 

...  188 

28 

216 

Non-venereal  condition 

...  549 

590 

1139 

860 


710  1570 
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No.  of  cases  dealt  with  for  first  time  known  to 

have  received  treatment  at  other  Centres...  100  12  112 


Totals  ... 

1392 

1143 

2535 

No.  of  cases  discharged 

No.  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend  before  com- 

636 

721 

1357 

pletion  of  treatment 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

55 

46 

101 

Transferred  to  other  Centres 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

261 

28 

289 

Under  treatment  at  31-12-48  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

440 

348 

788 

Totals  ... 

1392 

1143 

2535 

268  seamen  attended  during  the  year,  of  whom  110  were  foreigners. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  39  more  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  the  same  number  of  deaths. 

During  the  year  277  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  48  Non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  making  a  total  of  325  cases.  Of  these, 
155  were  males  and  170  females. 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  deaths  from  the  disease 
during  1948:  — 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

i 

Dea 

ths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

_  .  ...  1 

Respi  ratory 

i 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

1 

1 

2 

1—5 

8 

7 

2 

9 

— 

— 

5 

4 

5—15 

17 

17 

5 

7 

— 

.1 

2 

2 

1 5—25 

44 

64 

7 

11 

12 

17 

4 

2 

25—35 

23 

30 

7 

— 

12 

16 

2 

- 

35—45 

13 

9 

— 

3 

12 

7 

— 

- 

45—55 

16 

7 

— 

— 

7 

2 

1 

1 

55—65 

13 

3 

— 

— 

6 

3 

- 

- 

65  upwards 

4 

2 

— 

— 

7 

5 

— 

— 

Totals 

138 

139 

17 

31 

56 

51 

16 

9 

58 


REPORT  OF  THE  CARE  COMMITTEE. 
SUMMARY  OF  ASSISTANCE  GRANTED  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

64  persons  helped  with  clothing  (value) 

76 

19 

11 

19  persons  helped  with  shoes  (value)  ... 

12 

1 

6 

43  families  helped  with  beds  and  bedding  (value)  ... 

91 

12 

3 

113  patients  received  nourishment  grants 

443 

16 

3-1- 
D  2 

34  families  received  extra  maintenance  grants  to 

5th  July  only 

277 

0 

6 

6  families  helped  with  Xmas  Coal  ... 

2 

1 

0 

6  Save  the  Children  Fund 

35 

0 

0 

3  received  parcels  through  Save  the  Children  Fund 

18  Cripple  children  reed.  Xmas  Gifts  per  the  Round  Table 

28  Rent  Rebates 

223 

2 

11 

32  cases  helped  through,  various  Benevolent  Funds... 

293 

19 

0 

32  cases  helped  through  Care  Funds 

84 

8 

3-1- 
D  2 

Extra  help  at  Xmas  for  patients  in  Poole 

Sanatorium 

20 

5 

0 

4  children  helped  through  Priestman  Fund  ... 

12 

0 

0 

1  pram  supplied 

3 

10 

0 

1  family  received  a  Set  of  Swiss  Furniture. 

17  children  attended  Xmas  Parties  arranged  by 

Mr.  W.  Crute  and  T.T.A.T.S.,  Sunderland. 

3  patients  were  supplied  with  spectacles. 


In  connection  with  the  work  of  the  TUBERCULOSIS  DIS¬ 
PENSARY,  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  reports  as  follows:  — 


Total  Number  of  Attendances 
Total  Number  of  New  Cases  including  Contacts 
Number  found  to  be  Tuberculous 
Number  of  Observation  Cases 
Number  found  to  be  Non-Tuberculous 
Number  of  Respiratory  Cases 

1.  With  Positive  Sputum 

2.  With  Negative  Sputum 

Number  of  Non-Respiratory  Cases  ... 


15,185 

2,098 

312 

78 

1,708 

269 

138 

131 

43 
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Number  of  New  Contacts  Examined 

Number  found  to  be  Tuberculous 

Number  of  Observation  Cases 

Number  found  to  be  Non-Tuberculous 

Number  of  Respiratory  Cases 

1.  With  Positive  Sputum 
4.  With  Negative  Suptum 

Number  of  Non-Respiratory  Cases 

Number  of  Old  Contacts  Examined 

Number  of  Old  Cases  Examined 

Total  Number  of  Cases  Examined  ... 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Respiratory  Cases  Notified  in  Year  . 

1.  With  Positive  Sputum 

2.  With  Negative  Sputum 

Number  of  Non--Respiratory  Cases  Notified  in  Year 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Non-Respiratory  Cases  Notified 

in  Year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  , 

Total  Visits  by  Health  Visitors  (2)  . 

Number  of  Visits  to  Homes  by  Tuberculosis  Officer 

Number  of  Visits  to  Institutions  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  . 

Number  of  Personal  Consultations  by  Tuberculosis  Officer 

Number  of  X-Ray  Examinations  from  Dispensary 

Number  of  Sputum  Examinations  from  Dispensary 

Number  of  Patients  on  Domiciliary  Treatment  ... 

Number  of  Cases  of  Overcrowding  and  Sanitary  Defects 
reported  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ... 

Number  of  Patients  attending  for  Artificial  Pneumothora 
and  Pneumoperitoneum  Refills 

Number  of  Artificial  Pneumothorax  and  Pneumoperitoneum 
Refills  given 

Number  of  Cases  Screened 

Number  of  Aspirations 

Number  of  Mantoux  Tests — Positive  ...  ...  39 

Negative  ...  ...  73 

Indefinite  ...  ...  3 


Number  of  Patients  attending  for  Ultra  Violet  Light. 
Treatment  and  Kromayer  Light  Treatment 

Number  of  Attendances  for  Ultra  Violet  Light  Treatment 
and  Kromayer  Light  Treatment . 


755 

43 

18 

694 

39 

12 

27 

4 

221 

2,094 

4.413 

28 

19 

9 

51 

11 

7,213 

45 

294 

141 

4,577 

3,972 

100 

153 

80 

1,383 

1,487 

30 


115 

16 

246 
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SUNDERLAND  SOCIAL  SERVICE  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1948. 

1948  1947. 


169  151 


New  Cases 

Unmarried  Mothers  ... 

Married  women  with  illegitimate  children 
Widows  with  illegitimate  children  ... 
Matrimonial 

Discharged  Prisoners  Aid  Society  ... 

Prospective  Adopters 

Care  and  Protection 

Out  of  Control 

Advice,  etc. 


101  101 


11  5 

2  2 

8  5 

1  4 

36  21 

5  3 

3  3 

2  7 


The  above  summary  shows  that  the  work  during  the  last  year 
has  increased  slightly  again,  involving  700  callers  and  over  500 
visits  to  homes.  Figures  can  never  give  a  full  picture  of  the 
tragedy  and  hopelessness  of  many  of  the  people  who  come  seeking 
advice  and  help.  There  have  been  disappointments  during  the  year 
when  advice  has  been  rejected  and  a  return  made  to  the  same  way 
of  life,  but  there  have  been  great  compensations  in  many  other  ways. 

The  Parker  Home  for  unmarried  mothers  and  their  babies  was 
opened  in  June,  1948  and  has  considerably  reduced  the  problem  of 
accommodation;  15  girls  were  in  the  Home  up  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  received  great  help  from  Mrs.  Townsend  the  Matron,  and  her 
assistant  Miss  Rathbone. 


The  National  Health  Service  Act,  along  with  the  establishment 
of  the  Children’s  Care  Committee,  etc.,  have  made  great  changes  in 
administration  during  the  past  year  and  have  proved  of  considerable 
financial  assistance  to  those  in  need.  It  is  too  soon  for  these 
services  to  have  got  working  smoothly,  but  we  have  no  reason  to 
expect  that  they  will  in  any  way  “encourage  immorality”  as  some 
have  claimed.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  Moral  Welfare  Work  will 
carry  on  as  in  the  past — the  State  is  not  taking  the  work  over  and 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  encourages  the  Local  Authority  to 
use  and  support  the  voluntary  associations.  This  means  that  we  are 
still  free  to  continue  giving  Christian  teaching  on  sex,  love  and 
marriage,  the  only  basis  of  a  really  sound  happy  married  life,  and 
also  to  give  spiritual  help  to  those  who  come  to  us. 
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THE  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

(1)  Administration  :  — 

(a)  The  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  consists  of  eleven  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Health  Committee  and  meetings  are  held  at 
monthly  intervals. 

(b)  Staff  employed  in  the  Mental  Health  Service  is  as  follows : 

(i)  Medical  Officers:  — 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1  Part-time  Psychiatrist  responsible  for  the  medical 

direction  of  the  Service. 

2  Psychiatrists  (/Medical  Superintendent  and  Assistant 

Medical  Superintendent,  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital) 
approved  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  for  the 
certification  of  mental  defectives  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Mental  Dehciency  Acts,  1913-1938. 

(ii)  Social  Workers, 

Employed  at  the  Mental  Welfare  Department,  7  Murton 
Street :  — 

1  Part-time — from  the  National  Association  for 
Mental  Health  Regional  After-Care  Office  for 
the  after-care  of  Psychiatric  Cases. 

1  Mental  Deficiency  Officer. 

2  Clerk/Visitors. 

1  Home  Teacher. 

(iii)  1  Full-time  Duly  Authorised  Officer  employed  at 
the  Health  Department,  Thornholme  Road,  Sunderland.  Also 
the  above-mentioned  Mental  Deficiency  Officer,  2  Clerk/ 
Visitors  and  Home  Teacher  act  as  Duly  Authorised  Officers 
if  and  when  required  in  addition  to  their  duties  under  the 
M.D.  Acts,  1913-1938. 
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(iv)  Clerical  Assistance:  — 

1  Female  Shorthand-typist-Clerk — employed  at  7 
Murton  Street. 

(v)  Occupation  Centres:  — . 

1  Supervisor — 

1  Assistant  Supervisor — 

Children's  Class  at  7  Murton  Street. 

1  Home  Teacher — Elder  Girls’  Class  (part-time)  at 
7  Murton  Street. 

1  Instructor — Male  Adult  Centre  at  Railway  Row, 
Sunderland. 

(c)  Co-ordination  with  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and 
Hospital  Management. 

Cordial  and  close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  the  Hospital  Management  Committees  and  the 
assistance  and  advice  obtained  from  their  officers  has  been 
much  appreciated.  The  Social  Workers  from  the  Mental  Hospital 
and  Mental  Deficiency  Hospital  have  maintained  a  close  and  happy 
relationship  with  the  Local  Health  Authority  Staff  and  this  has 
proved  beneficial  to  the  Service  as  it  is  most  important  that  these 
Workers  should  work  together  on  a  happy  basis  because  failure  to 
do  so  would  have  an  adverse  effect  upon  the  persons  for  whose 
welfare  they  are  responsible. 

fd)  Voluntary  Association. 

The  Voluntary  Association  in  this  town  was  taken  over  by  the 
Local  Authority  during  1938  and  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Local 
Authority  Staff. 

(e)  Training  of  Mental  Health  Workers. 

Two  Duly  Authorised  Officers  attended  a  training  course  lasting 
three  weeks  at  King’s  College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  organised  by 
the  Department  of  Pyschological  Medicine,  Durham  University  for 
these  officers.  This  was  appreciated  by,  and  of  benefit  to  the  Officers 
and  ft  is  hoped  that  a  further  course  will  be  organised  for  other 
officers  at  a  later  date. 


The  Home  Teacher  attended  a  Refresher  Course  lasting  one 
week  at  the  Ranskill  Training  College  organised  by  the  National 
Association  for  Mental  Health. 
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(2)  Account  of  work  undertaken  in  the  community. 

(a)  Under  Section  28,  National  Health  Service  Act 
1946— Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care:—  ’ 

From  1st  January — 4th  July,  1949 — Psychiatric  Out-Patients5 
clinics  were  held  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland,  and  at  the 
Mental  Welfare  Department,  7,  Murton  Street.  These  clinics  were 
much  appreciated  by  the  public  and  many  people  received  valuable 
advice,  guidance  and  treatment  from  the  Psychiatrists  in  attendance 
therein.  Since  the  5th  July,  1949,  the  Medical  Officer  for  Mental 
Health  has  been  available  for  consultation  by  appointment  at  7 
Murton  Street  and  the  services  of  the  Psychiatrists  are  still  available 
at  the  Out-patients5  Clinic  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  every  Monday 
afternoon,  now  under  control  of  the  Local  Area  Hospital  Management 
Committee  and  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  iafter-care  of  Ex-Mental  Hospital  patients  and  care  of 
other  psychiatric  cases  in  the  community  was  until  the  4th  July,  1949, 
carried  out  by  the  Social  Workers  from  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital  and 
the  Regional  After-care  Officer,  The  National  Association  for 
Mental  Health,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  From  the  5th  July  the 
after-care  of  psychiatric  cases  in  the  community  became  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  Health  Authority  and  the  Regional  After-care  Officer, 
National  Association  for  Mental  Health,  was  appointed  to  continue 
this  wrork  for  the  Council  on  a  part-time  basis. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  Mental  Health  has  found  that  since 
July  5th,  1948,  there  has  been  much  time  spent  “finding  one’s  feet,” 
establishing  new  procedures,  settling  in  to  new  ways,  rules  and 

regulations. 

Through  his  work  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  he  has  been  able  to 
judge  that  the  amount  of  Mental  ill-health  would  appear  to  be  no 
more  in  Sunderland  than  the  average  elsewhere.  It  may  come  as  a 
suprise  to  most  to  learn  that,  roughly,  1  in  200  of  the  population  is 
in  a  Mental  Hospital  for  psychosis  and  about  the  same  proportion 
holds  for  those  resident  in  a  Mental  Deficiency  Hospital  or  Colony. 

It  will  be  more  astounding  to  learn  that  about  1  person  in  15  needs 
psychiatric  assistance  for  his  or  her  troubles. 

With  this  remedial  work  so  clamant,  psychiatrists  are  inundated 
Short  cuts,  like  Group  Therapy,  where  several  persons  are  treated 
at  the  same  interview^Jias  a  very  limited  application.  The  hope 
lies  in  Wiser  Parenthood  so  that  youngsters  of  the  next  generation 
can  avoid  neurotic  functioning — and  in  Child  Guidance.  Towards 
wiser  parenthood,  an  attitude  of  “positive  mental  health”  is  a  first 
essential.  It  may  be  possible  to  work  out  communal  schemes  for 
this  in  the  future;  say,  to  launch  an  attacking  psychiatric  policy  to 
Toot  out  false  doctrines  and  attitudes  and  to  stimulate  healthy 
conduct  and  behaviour  “up  to  one’s  age.” 
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Amount  of  work  carried  out  by  the  Social  Worker,  National 
Association  for  Mental  Health  for  this  Health  Authority:  — 


Cases  at  1-10-48 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11 

New  Cases  reported  up  to 

31-12-48 

10 

Present 

total 

21 

Visits  and  interviews 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

46 

Letters  sent  out 

•  •  •  »  §  • 

18 

Telephone  Calls 

...  ... 

23 

This  represents  the  work  covered  one  day  per  week  in  the 
County  Borough. 

The  care  and  after-care  of  mental  defectives  in  the  community 
is  undertaken  by  the  staff  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Department,  but  from 
the  5th  July,  1949,  the  Welfare  Officer,  Prudhoe  &  Monkton 
Hospital,  took  over  the  supervision  of  patients  on  licence  from  that 
hospital  in  the  area.  During  the  past,  this  service  has  been  re¬ 
organised  and  additioinal  staff  engaged  to  maintain  regular  personal 
contact  with  the  numerous  cases  in  the  town.  Many  visits  have 
been  made  to  the  homes,  interviews  held  at  the  office  and  with 
Employment  Officials  and  other  Social  Workers.  All  defectives  are 
advised  to  place  their  names  on  the  Register  of  Disabled  Persons 
in  order  to  improve  their  opportunities  to  obtain  employment,  but 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  for  these  persons 
to  secure  employment  owing  to  less  handicapped  persons  being 
unemployed  in  the  town.  There  are  so  few  light  industries  in  this 
area  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  employers  are  not  always  prepared 
to  accept  persons  suffering  from  mental  defect  owing  to  the  risk 
of  accidents,  etc.,  and  the  necessity  to  pay  them  a  recognised  wage 
when  they  are  not  always  capable  of  doing  a  day’s  work  equal  to  that  of 
the  normal  worker  and  often  require  supervision  and  guidance 
when  working.  All  defectives  not  suitable  for  employment  are  now 
eligible  for  financial  assistance  from  the  National  Assistance  Board 
regardless  of  household  incomes  and  the  majority  have  taken  advant¬ 
age  of  this  facility  and  those  on  licence  from  the  Prudhoe  & 
Monkton  Hospital  receive  an  allowance  from  that  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee.  Sixtv-three  patients  from  Prudhoe  &  Monkton 
Hospital  were  granted  two  weeks  holiday  leave  during  the  summer 
and  at  Christmas  time  to  their  own  homes  but  those 
resident  in  hospitals  at  a  great  distance  from  their  homes  were  not 
granted  this  privilege.  No  definite  provision  has  yet 
been  made  for  pavment  of  expenses  incurred  for  this  purpose — 
ihe  respective  Hospital  Management  Committees  are  not  compelled 
to  accept  this  responsibility  and  unfortunately  the  Local  Health 
Authority  have  now  no  power  to  act  in  this  matter.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  problem  will  be  dealt  with  in  due  course  or  the  patients 
transferred  to  hospitals  in  this  Region  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
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Occupation  Centre — The  Occupation  Centre  is  divided  into 
three  groups  as  follows: — Children  under  16  years  of  age  attend 
classes  from  Monday — Friday  each  week;  Female  Adults,  on 
Tuesd,ay,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  each  week  and  the  Male 
Adult  Class  on  Monday — Friday  of  each  week.  Excellent  work  is 
carried  out  here  by  the  staff  who  are  most  patient,  tactful,  sympathetic 
and  understanding  with  their  trainees.  The  usual  centre  subjects 
are  taught — social  habits,  sense  training,  speech  training,  handiwork 
(embroidery,  knitting,  etc),  woodwork,  physical  training,  percussion 
band,  etc.  Their  work  is  much  appreciated  by  the  parents  who  are 
only  too  pleased  to  be  relieved  of  the  worry  and  anxiety  of  looking 
after  such  children  for  a  few  hours  each  day.  The  trainees 
attending  the  Centre  enjoyed  an  outing  to  Redcar  and  Barnard 
Castle  during  the  summer  and  Christmas  parties  in  December. 
Each  trainee  received  a  small  gift  from  “Father  Christmas”  at 
these  parties  which  were  enjoyed  by  both  the  trainees  and  staff  alike 
who  helped  to  give  them  such  an  enjoyable  time.  For  these 
additional  treats  the  trainees  thank  the  Committee  very  much  indeed. 

It  is  a  source  of  gratfication  to  realize  that  this  Authority  has 
been  congratulated  many  times  and  commended  for  its  progress 
and  excellent  work  carried  out  at  the  Occupation  Centres.  The 
Centres  have  been  visited  by  representatives  from  local  authorities 
as  follows: — Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  South  Shields,  Durham  County, 
Gateshead,  West  Hartlepool,  and  Northumberland  County 
Council,  all  of  whom  expressed  their  admiration  of  this 
good  work  and  no  doubt  gained  knowledge,  inspiration  and 
encouragement  for  the  introduction  of  such  centres  in  their  own 
towns.  Nevertheless,  however,  it  is  regrettable  that  such  good  work 
is  carried  out  under  great  difficulty  owing  to  lack  of  suitable 
premises  and  it  is  hoped  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  obtain 
larger  and  more  suitable  accommodation  for  this  department. 
Much  more  work  can  be  done,  additional  trainees  accepted,  etc., 
when  these  are  secured. 
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Memorandum  of  Cases  Admitted  and  Discharged  from  Cherry 
Knowle  Hospital,  and  Account  of  work  undertaken  by  Duly 
Authorised  Officer  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment 
Acts,  1890 — 1930,  during  the  six  months  period  5th  July,  to 

31st  December,  1948, 

(2)  (b)  Under  the  L.  &  M.T.  Acts,  1890-1930  by  D.A.O.S, 

There  have  been  admitted  to  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital  180 
patients.  Of  these 

129  were  admitted  as  Voluntary  Patients  under  the  Mental 
Treatment  Act,  1930  (Sec.  I). 

4  returned  after  brief  period  on  leave. 

4  others  were  received  as  “Temporary  Patients”  under 
Section  5  of  the  Mental  Treatment  Act — Removal 
effected  through  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer. 

1  “Temporary  Patient”  returned  after  brief  absence. 

19  Patients  were  removed  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer 
to  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital  as  “Certified  Patients”  by 
a  Summary  Reception  Order  under  Lunacy  Act,  1890. 

5  “Certified  Patients”  returned  to  Hospital  from  a  period 
“on  trial.” 

16  Patients  under  other  orders  (Lunacy  Act,  1890)  wTere 
removed  to  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital  by  Duly  Authorised 
Officer. 

2  Patients  were  removed  by  the  Police  (3  Days  Order), 
and  17  from  other  hospitals. 

Respecting  the  patients  removed  to  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital  by 
the  Duly  Authorised  Officer,  24  were  removed  from  their  homes 

In  addition  to  the  above,  one  patient  was  removed  from  the 
Royal  Infirmary  to  Winterton  Mental  Hospital. 

During  the  period  under  review  107  patients  were  discharged 
from  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital  and  one  was  transferred  to  another 
area  hospital. 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officer  has  visited  the  homes  of  all  the 
above  patients  seeking  information  regarding  the  patient  and  offering 
the  relatives  advice  or  guidance  that  may  be  desired. 
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Supplementary  to  the  above,  there  have  been  57  cases  of 
difficulty  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer. 
These  entailed  many  visits  to  the  homes,  resulting  in  10  patients 
subsequently  being  removed  to  Cherry  Knowle  Hospital  under 
various  orders. 

6  patients  recommended  to  be  received  as  Voluntary 

Patients. 

16  patients  recommended  to  Welfare  Department  for 
admission  to  Highfield  Institution,  being  aged  persons 
suffering  from  senility. 

3  patients  were  admitted  to  Ryhope  General  Hospital. 

2  patients  were  recommended  to  Sunderland  General 
Hospital. 

The  balance  of  cases,  either  ceased  to  present  difficulty,  or 
remained,  in  regard  to  a  few,  under  further  observation. 

(2)  (c)  During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948,  Mental 
Deficiency  Case  Work  was  carried  out  as  follows :  — 


1.  Ascertainment — 

M. 

F. 

TOTAL. 

Cases  under  Guardianship  (Order) 

— 

4 

4 

In  “  places  of  safety” 

Stat.  Supervision — 

1 

■ 

1 

under  age  of  16 

54 

47 

101 

over  age  of  16 

280 

275 

555 

Action  “not  yet  taken” 

Cases  not  at  present  subject  to  be  dealt 
with  but  for  whom  local  authority 
may  become  liable — 

1 

1 

Under  Voluntary  Supervision 

45 

42 

87 

Cases  notified  during  the  year  and  dealt  with  as 

follows : 

— 

Admitted  under  Order  to  Hospitals 

1 

— 

1 

Placed  under  Stat.  Supervision  ... 

45 

29 

74 

Action  not  yet  taken 

Cases  not  at  present  subject  to 
be  dealt  with — 

2 

2 

Found  not  to  be  defective 

1 

— 

1 

Action  not  yet  taken 

Number  of  defectives  awaiting  removal 

1 

1 

to  an  Institution 

Defective  admitted  to  institution 

15 

14 

29 

by  Order 

10 

14 

24 
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2.  Number  of  visits  made  to  cases  under 

SUPERVISION,  UNDER  GUARDIANSHIP  OR  ON  LICENCE 

FROM  INSTITUTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

3  1st  December,  1948  .  1312 

3.  Defectives  undergoing  training — 

Children  under  16  years  of  age  ...  19  16  35 

Children  over  16  years  of  age  ...  12  14  26 

The  Centres  were  visited  by  the  Inspector,  Board  of  Control,  on 
the  20th  &  21st  July,  1949,  who  reported  as  follows:  — 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1938. 

REPORT  ON  OCCUPATION  CENTRE. 

Centre — Children’s  Centre,  Sunderland. 

Date  of  Visit: — 21st  July,  1948. 

Centre  Open: — Monday  to  Friday  9-30  a.m.  to  3-15  p.m. 
Supervisor: — Miss  Scrafton. 


Maximum  places :  — 

Regr.,  V.S.,  Total 

...  32 

Average  Attendance 

...  27 

To-day’s  Attendance 

...  21 

Guides 

. . .  No  guides 

Helpers,  Voluntary 

. . .  — 

Helpers,  Paid 

Miss  Christiansen 

Work  Taught: — Normal  Centre  subjects — Percussion  Band 

playing  has  been  re-introduced. 


Types  of  Patients :  — As  before. 

REMARKS :  — 

Since  the  last  visit  to  this  Centre  Miss  Scrafton  has  taken  up 
her  appointment  as  Supervisor.  The  Centre  is  again  divided  into 
two  classes,  Miss  Scrafton  taking  the  seniors  and  her  Assistant  the 
juniors.  The  senior  class  is  held  in  the  main  building  and  the 
junior  class  in  the  small  hut  in  the  garden.  There  are  16  children 
in  each  class.  The  Centre  is  cramped  for  space;  in  the  senior  class¬ 
room  to-day  valuable  space  was  taken  up  by  a  piano  awaiting  removal 
(a  new  one  has  been  purchased  and  is  now  in  use)  and  some  12 
fire  extinguishers.  There  is  a  shortage  of  small  folding  tables  and 
some  children  were  without  a  table  to-day. 
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New  instruments  have  been  purchased  for  the  percussion  Band; 
I  was  informed  that  this  was  a  new  venture  for  several  of  the 
children;  the  standard  that  has  been  reached  does  the  staff  credit. 

The  training  generally  in  both  classes  is  on  sound  lines  and 
there  was  much  evidence  of  careful  preparation  of  work;  due 
attention  is  paid  to  the  need  for  grading. 

There  is  a  pleasant  atmosphere  at  this  Centre,  the  children  are 
alert  and  responsive  and  co-operate  well  and  the  discipline  is  good. 
The  Centre,  however,  has  one  great  disadvantage  in  that  it  has  nc 
playground. 


(Sgd.)  M.  GORDON. 
Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Control. 


Elder  Girls  Class* 

There  are  12  names  on  the  Register  for  the  Class,  10 
girls  were  present  to-day.  The  class  continues  to  meet 
three  times  a  week;  it  was  pleasing  to  hear  that  a  hot  dinner  is 
now  provided  for  this  Class  ;  it  is  served  in  a  good  sized  room  in 
the  basement.  This  meal  is  much  appreciated  by  the  girls  and  is 
obviously  enjoyed. 

All  the  girls  attending  this  class  are  over  16  years  of  age, 
except  one  who  is  aged  13  years,  is  lively  and  responsive,  said 
to  be  fond  of  music  and  dancing.  Her  I.Q.  is  49,  she  has  a  super¬ 
ficial  brightness  which  is  misleading.  It  is  considered  that  she  might 
be  more  suitably  placed  in  the  Children’s  Centre — she  might  perhaps 
be  given  a  trial  there  to  see  how  she  fits  in. 

The  Handiwork  done  by  this  Class  continues  to  be  of  a  high 
standard,  a  new  development  has  been  the  making  of  felt  toys. 


(Sgd.)  M.  GORDON. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1938. 

REPORT  ON  OCCUPATION  CENTRE. 

Centre :  — Boys  Industrial  Centre,  Sunderland. 

Date  of  Visit: — 20th  July,  and  21st  July,  1948 

(to  visit  allotment). 

Centre  Open: — Mondays,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays — 

9  a.m.-4  p.m.,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays — 
Gardening,  weather  permitting. 

Supervisor :  — Mr.  Mason. 

Class  Room :  — As  before. 

Maximum  places :  — 

Regr.,  V.S.,  Total  .  10 

Average  Attendance  ...  ...  10 

To-day’s  Attendance  ...  ...  10 

Guides  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Helpers,  Voluntary  ...  ...  ...  — 

Helpers,  Paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Work  Taught: — Woodwork,  sea-grass  seating,  wool  rug¬ 
making,  Allotment. 

Amusements :  — Annual  outing. 

Types  of  Patients :  — Chiefly  imbecile  lads. 


REMARKS :  — 

The  main  item  of  interest  to  note  at  this  Centre  since  the  last 
visit  has  been  the  introduction  of  a  Jiot  mid-day  meal  for  the  boys 
here.  The  meal  is  supplied  through  the  School  Dinners  Service  so 
unfortunately  it  is  only  available  during  the  school  term  which  does 
not  coincide  with  the  Centre,  the  Centre  having  considerably  less 
holiday  periods.  This  meal  is  served  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Supervisor  in  a  small  room  off  the  workshop,  the  boys  take  it  in 
turn  to  set  the  table,  wash  up,  etc.,  for  which  duty  they  receive 
additional  pocket  money — this  system  is  said  to  work  well. 

It  was  pleasing  to  hear  that  the  workshop  is  to  be  re-decorated 
and  that  electric  light  is  to  replace  the  present  gas  lighting.  Three 
fire  extinguishers  have  been  installed  and  I  was  informed  that  the 
boys  have  all  received  instruction  in  their  use. 

Shortage  of  wood  continues  to  be  a  serious  problem  and  to 
provide  alternative  occupations,  sea  grass  stool  seating  and  rug- 
making  have  been  introduced. 
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This  year  I  was  able  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  allotment  and  to 
see  the  boys  at  work  on  it — in  addition  to  the  allotment  they  also 
have  a  small  greenhouse  which  is  made  good  use  of.  This  provides  a 
popular  form  of  occupation  and  the  general  state  of  cultivation  did 
credit  to  the  boys  and  their  Supervisor. 

(Sgd.)  M.  G.  M.  GORDON, 

Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Control. 


Although  this  Authority  has  received  a  great  deal  of  attention 
from  other  towns  owing  to  the  existence  of  Occupation  Centres  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  or  overlooked  that  much  difficulty  and  unseen 
work  is  carried  out  by  those  responsible  for  the  organisation,  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  department  and  visitation  of  the  defectives  in  their 
own  homes.  It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  obtain  information  from 
parents  or  relatives  who  at  the  first  approach  are  apt  to  resent 
visitors  from  the  ‘mental’  welfare  department  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  visitors  by  a  sympathetic,  understanding,  tactful  and  friendly 
attitude  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  parents  and  defectives.  Much 
good  advice,  guidance  and  help  has  been  given  to  families  by  these 
workers,  so  much  so  that  after  a  rather  indifferent  welcome  on  the 
first  visit  the  workers  are  invited  to  “call  again  any  time”  or  “to 
have  a  cup  of  tea  when  you  are  in” — or  even  asked  “Can  you  do 
anything  to  help  us  to  get  a  new  house?”  These  workers  not  only 
require  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  dealing  with  de¬ 
fectives  in  their  own  homes  but  also  to  be  familiar  with  all  other 
SocialServices  in  the  town  so  that  they  can  give  the  necessary  advice 
and  guidance  when  required.  The  Mental  Health  worker  is  carry¬ 
ing  out  an  important  task  more  difficult  than  that  of  those  dealing 
with  ‘normal’  people  or  children  which  should  be  recognised  as  such. 
It  is  owing  to  the  maintenance  of  personal  contact,  provision  of 
useful  occupation,  etc.,  that  many  defectives  have  been  able  to 
remain  in  their  own  homes,  but  for  those  really  in  need  of  hospital 
care  and  training  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  accommodation  is  not 
available  and  names  have  been  on  waiting  lists  for  two  years  even. 
The  mental  defectives  and  their  parents  when  visited  by  the  Social 
Workers  no  longer  feel  that  they  are  forgotten  or  that  ‘nobody  wants 
to  do  or  does  anything  for  them.’  Parents  have  ofter  expressed  this 
opinion  and  compared  other  social  services  available  for  differently 
handicapned  people,  but  it  is  hoped  that,  under  our  National  Health 
Service  Act.  1946.  the  ‘mentally  sick’  and  ‘Mentally  defective’  people 
will  not  be  forgotten  members  of  the  community.  It  is  our  duty  as  a 
local  Health  Authority  to  see  that  those  in  Sunderland  County 
Borough  are  not  given  reason  to  make  such  complaint. 


